

Luce begins visit to Oman 

I*™ — British Foreign Office Junior Minister Ric- 

from Bahra ™ Sunda y a four-day visit and 
Minister of State for Foreign Aff- 
fiws Yousef AJ Aiawi. Arab diplomatic sources said the two men 
atest developments in the 51-month-old 
Iran-Iraq war, the Arab-Israeli conflict and examines means of 
broadening Oman-Britain economic cooperation. Mr. Luce was 

°? e of the re S ular meetings of the. 
A^lo-Ornffln Joint Commission, which meets every year here 
alternately. The joint commission regulates and 
2SF5 b £ ateraI ties and oversees the progress of enterprises in 
which the two countries are collaborating. Mr. Luce was acc- 
vwth Stephen Day, head of the Middle East Dep- 
Foreign M ■ U ^ 0re,8n ^“^“onwealth office of the British 



Shaaban warns of anti-U.S. attacks 


TRIPOLI. North Lebanon (R) — The head of one of the main 
Muslim fundamentalist groups in north Lebanon said Sunday the 
United States would be attacked on its own territory in the next 
few days. Sheikh Saeed Shaaban, head of the Islamic Unification 
Movement ( Tawheed ) in the northern port of Tripoli, told a rally 
of supporters without elaboration: “America will in the next few 
days witness operations against it in its own country and own land 
to avenge. the people of (Israeli-occupied) South Lebanon and 
Palestine.” Speaking in a Tripoli mosque. Sheikh Shaaban said: 
“No-one can stand against the Islamic tide. It has begun to knock 
at the White House door, which reinforces itself with concrete 
obstacles for fear of Islamic attacks.” Tawheed last year con- 
ducted a bloody fight with a pro-Syrian group for control of 
Tripoli until Lebanese army troops deployed there in December 
under a Syrian-backed peace plan. 
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j Sisco: U.S. plans 
no major peace move 

KUWAIT (R) — The United Sta- 
tes plans no major Middle East 
peace initiative and believes cou- 
ntries in the area have much work 
still to do themselves, former U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of State Jos- 
eph Sisco was Sunday quoted as 
saying. Mr. Sisco, on a regional 
tour sponsored by the U.S. Inf- 
ormation Agency, told Kuwait 
newspaper editors the time and 
conditions were doi ripe for “a 
major new, visible, dramatic, 
. American initiative in the peace 
process.” 

. Miyake sees no 
. ^change in Iran stand 

TEHRAN (R) — A senior Jap- 
anese official said Sunday after 
talks with Iranian officials he det- 
. ected no new development in 
Iran's attitude towards the Gulf 
war. Wasuke Miyake, director- 
general of the Middle Eastern and 
African Affairs Bureau of the 
J apanese Foreign Ministry, earlier 
had talks with Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar VeUayatL Mr. 
Miyake, who armed in Friday for 
a three-day visit, will also visit 
Turkey, Jordan. Algeria and 
Saudi Arabia. 

Jackson to appeal to 
.-.Beirut kidnappers 

v 

CHICAGO (AP) — After mee- 
ting with family members of an 
Illinois priest kidnapped in Leb- 
anon. the Rev. Jesse Jackson said 
Saturday he would make a “moral 
appear' for the release of the pri- 
'est and three other Americans 
, held hostage in Beirut. Rev. Jac- 
kson said he was exploring *$!-_ 
*gk>us and political channels to 
free the Rev. Lawrence Martin 
Jenco, the other Americans and a 
Saudi Arabian diplomat held in 
Lebanon. But Rev. Jackson said 
he was not committing himself to a 
Lebanon visit on their behalf. The 
50-year-old Roman Catholic pri- 
est was abducted Tuesday in Leb- 
anon by eight armed men who int- 
ercepted his chauffeur-driven car- 

Nakasone begins 
Pacific tour 

TOKYO lR) — Japanese Prime 
^Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone flew 
- to Australia Sunday to lay the 
groundwork for his vision of a new 
Pacific era. His talks in Fiji, Papua 
New Guinea. Australia and New 
Zealand will largely focus on trade 
and aid. Japanese Foreign Min- 
istry officials said. But the trip 
must be seen in the light of Mr. 
Nakasone’s dream of a Pacific age 
to succeed the centres of civ- 
ilisation around the Atlantic and 
Mediterranean, they said. 


Kennedy forced to 
cancel Soweto speech 


SOWETO. South Africa (R) — 
U.S. Senator Edward Kennedy 
was forced to cancel a farewell 
speech Sunday at the end of his 
tour of South Africa when black 
protesters threatened to disrupt 
the event. After being advised by 
security police and his aides not to 
appear at Regina Mundi Church 
in this black satellite city of Joh- 
annesburg, Mr. Kennedy was to 
deliver the address at the home of 
Nobel Laureate Bishop Desmond 
Tum but cancelled it altogether. 
(Earlier story on page 8). 
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Hussein visits Oman, Qatar today 

King holds talks 
in Kuwait, Bahrain 


on Arab summit 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — King Hussein had 
talks in Kuwait and Bahrain Sunday, app- 
arently seeking support for an urgent mee- 
ting of Arab foreign ministers to pave the 
way for a long-delayed Arab s ummit . 


The King's four-nation tour, ‘ 
which will take him to Qatar and 
Oman Monday, foDows calls by 
Jordan and the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) for a 
summit to endorse their efforts to 
forge a joint approach to Middle 
East peace. 

Jordan asked the 21-member 
Arab League to convene a pre- 
paratory ministerial meeting after 
King Hussein visited Saudi Arabia 
at the new year. 

Saudi Arabia Is to host the next 
Arab summit, originally set for 
November 1983 but delayed due 
to inter-Arab differences. 

Diplomatic sources have said 
the Saudis were not eager for a 
summit unless it w assured of 
success, a view shaied by other 
Gulf states. 

King Hussein was met on his 
arrival here by Bahrain's emir. 
Sheikh Isa Ibn Salman AI Khalifa. 


Prime Minister Sheikh Khalifa Ibn 
Salman Al Khalifa, and the crown 
prince and defence chief. Sheikh 
Hamad Ibn Isa AJ Khalifa. 

His talks in Bahrain, like earlier 
discussions in Kuwait, were due to 
centre on Arab developments and 
bilateral issues. 

In Kuwait, the King met the 
emir. Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah, the crown prince and 
prime minister. Sheikh Saad AI 
Abdulla Al Sabah and other sen- 
ior officials. 

Officials said that during three 
hours of talks they covered a 
range of Arab affairs, including 
the Palestinian question, the Leb- 
anon crisis and the Iran-Iraq war. 

Arab diplomatic sources quoted 
by the Associated Press said King 
Hussein was also seeking Egypt's 
return to the Arab fold after a 
five-year boycott precipitated by 
Cairo's 1979 separate* peace tre- 


aty with Israel. 

Jordan last October resumed 
diplomatic relations with Egypt. 

King Hussein earlier this 
month received Egyptian Pre- 
sident Hosni Mubarak in a sur- 
prise four-bo ur visit to Aqaba. 

Mr. Arafat toured 12 Arab cap- 
itals last month in an apparent bid 
to mobilise support for summit 
talks. 

King Hussein’s current visit to 
the Gulf is within the framework 
of contacts which the King holds 
with Arab leaders to coordinate 
Arab stands and serve common 
Arab interests, the Jordanian 
News Agency. Petra, said. 

The Kang. who is accompanied 
by Armed Forces Commander in 
Chief General Sharif Zaid Ibfi 
Shaker, was seen off at Amman 
airport by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, Prime Min- 
ister Ahmad Obeidat, Speaker of 
the Upper House of Parliament 
Ahmad Al Lawzi, Lower House 
Speaker Akef Al Fayez, Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Ra'd Ibn 
Zaid, cabinet members and senior 
officials. 

Before the King's departure. 
Crown Prince Hassan was sworn 
in as Regent. ' 


Israeli decision expected 
today on phased pullout 


Libyan , 
attache 

killed in 
gunfight 

ROME (Agencies) — A Libyan 
diplomat tried to shoot his way out 
of an ambush Sunday but was kil- 
led by a gunman who blasted the 
pistol out of the Libyan’s hand and 
then fled, apparently wounded, 
police said. 

The attack was later claimed in 
an anonymous telephone call to 
the Associated Press office in 
London in the name of the Al 
Borkan (the Volcano) Libyan 
organisation. 

The same group claimed res- 
ponsibility for the murder last year 
in Rome of Libya's ambassador 
and an attack against a top aide to 
Libyan leader Colonel Muammar 
Oadhafi in Tripoli. 

Police said an unidentified 
woman witnessed the attack from 
her apartment window and said 
there was only one gunman. 

They said Farag Omar Mak- 
hyoun, 3 1 , was gunned down as he 
left his home for the Libyan peo- 
ple’s bureau, or embassy, at 8:20 
a.m. (0720 GMT). 

Police said, quoting the eye- 
witness, that Mr. Makhyoun was 
surprised by the gunman but was 
able to draw his own .38 caliber 
pistol and shoot back twice. 

The gunman continued to fire, 
. knocking the gun out of Mr. Mak- 
hyoun' s hand and shooting him in 
the neck, the abdomen, the right 
hand, right arm, they said. 

But the Libyan refused to give 
up and tried to rush the gunman 
before his wounds forced him to 
collapse on the. icy road, police 
said. 

The gunman may have also 
been wounded, police said, bec- 
ause they found blood stains on 
the street near where he dropped 
his silencer-equipped Walter 
PPK. 

Police immediately put up roa- 
dblocks in the area, but reported 
no results. 

Later, a service station emp- 
loyee in the neighbourhood rep- 
orted that aman bleeding from the 
shoulder stopped in for gas for his 
Volkswagen, police said. No other 
details of that man were released. 

' In September last year another 
Libyan, who was not a diplomat, 
Mohammad Homsi. 39. was found 
beaten and strangled to death in a 
Rome hotel- A- self-styled Mau- 
ritanian opposition group claimed 
responsibility for Mir. Homs? s kil- 
ling. saying he was a Libyan secret 
agent-- . 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel's cab- 
inet began discussing a plan Sun- 
day to withdraw in stages from 
Lebanon, and a spokesman said a 
decision was expected on Mon- 
day. 

“The intention is to finish tom- 
orrow (Monday) and to reach a 
decision,” Cabinet Secretary 
Yossi Beilin said after a six-hour 
meeting of Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres’ cabinet. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
.Rabin said in an interview bro- 
adcast Saturday that the plan bef- 
ore the government called for a 
phased withdrawal in South Leb- 
anon that would begin in the nor- 
thwestern sector around the Med- 
iterranean port city of Sidon. 

Mr. Rabin told Israel Radio be 
expected a majority of the cabinet 
to support the plan, despite the 
opposition of most of the right- 
wing Likud bloc headed by For- 
eign Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 

Other government sources said 
the evacuation was to be com- 
pleted during the summer, but Isr- 
ael would not meet Lebanese 
demands for a detailed timetable. 

Mr. Beilin said the cabinet met 
as the ministerial defence com- 
mittee, whose deliberations are 
kept secret by law. 

The decision on an evacuation 
plan was to be adopted before Isr- 


BEIRUT (R) — Militiamen and 
the Lebanese army traded art- 
illery fire in the mountains near 
Beirut Sunday as Prime Minister 
Rashid Karami said the army 
would move north from Beirut 
towards’the port ofTripoli ina few 
days. 

About 1,800 army soldiers 
moved southwards Saturday into 
the Kharroub region, just north of 
Israel's Awali River “front line” 
taking up positions as close as two 
kilometres from Israeli che- 
ckpoints. 

Mr. Karami said the army dep- 
loyment plan, delayed for six 
weeks by sectarian wrangling, had 
gone ahead as planned. 

Falangist radio said Progressive 
Socialist Party -(PSP) forces just 
before midday Sunday started she- 
King army positions including the 
village of Souq Al Gharb. ove- 
rlooking the presidential palace. 

PSP radio said PSP-dominated 
residential areas came under army 
artillery attacks, catting off the 
Karameh road leading to the 
Beinit-Damascus highway, before 
fighting subsided late in the aft- 
ernoon. 


aeli leaders meet United Nations 
envoy Brian Urquhart, who was 
due here Monday to try to revive 
the withdrawal talks with Leb- 
anon. according to a government 
source who declined to be ide- 
ntified. 

The negotiations began Nov. 8 
but bogged down over the dep- 
loyment of U.N. peacekeeping 
forces in areas to be evacuated by 
Israel. Israel boycotted the session 
scheduled for last Thursday after 
accusing Lebanon of failing to 
respond to its demand to expand 
the role of the U .N. In terim Force 
In Lebanon (UN1F1L). 

Israel had sought a broadened 
U.N. deployment to fill the vac- 
uum left by the retreating Israelis, 
whi le L ebanon said it wanted 
UNIF1L concentrated near the 
Israeli border in the south. Israel 
has sought to reserve a role in the 
border region for the militia it has 
sponsored, which is called the 
“South Lebanon Army.” 

A Israeli senior government off- 
icial, speaking on condition he was 
not identified, said any proposal 
brought by Mr. Urquhart would 
not change the government's dec- 
ision. 

The official said Mr. Urquhart 
“may contribute something to the 
process” but would not change the 
government’s plan. 


It was the second day of fighting 
in the hills near Beirut since 200 
armed policemen on Tuesday 
moved into the Kharroub to pre- 
pare for the army’s deployment. 
Two people were killed in artillery 
duels near Beirut on Friday. 

Military sources said the army 
deployed in several Kharroub vil- 
lages, where PSP and mostly Chr- 
istian militias have fought almost 
daily artillery duels in recent 
months, but stopped short of the 
Awali to avoid direct contact with 
the Israelis. 

Mr. Karami said all roadblocks 
along the 70-kilometres coast 
road between Tripoli and Beirut 
would be removed before the 
army took positions there. . 

Militiamen of the pre- 
dominantly Christian “Lebanese 
Forces” now control the road up 
to the Madfoun Bridge, 40 kil- 
ometres north of Beirut, while 
Syrian troops hold the stretch 
from Madfoun to Tripoli 

The deployment of the army 
down to the Awali is aimed at hal- 
ting factional fighting and putting 
the army in place to take over the 
south whenever Israelis leave. 


Fighting flares as Beirut 
prepares army for north 



His Majesty King Hussein is received by the emir of Saad Abdullah Al Sabah (left) upon tils arrival in 

Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah, and Kuwait on a short visit Sunday (AP wirephoto) 
Kuwaiti heir-apparent and Prime Minister Sheikh 


U.S., Soviets have agreed to hold 
Mideast talks, Israeli daily says 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — The United States has 
agreed to hold talks with the Soviet Union on the 
Middle East conflict, as Israeli daily reported Sun- 
day. 

In a report from its Washington correspondent, 
the Haaretz newspaper quoted U.S. officials as say- 
ing agreement on the subject was reached during the 
Soviet-American arms control talks in Geneva Iasi 
week. 

The U.S. previously had rejected any Soviet role 
in Middle East peace efforts, most recently when 
Washington rejected a United Nations call for an 
International conference that would include the Sov- 
iet Union. 

Israel, which also rejected the U.N. proposal, was 
. i nfor med of the U.S^-Sovtet agreement in Geneva, 
when U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz and 
Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko met Jan. 
7-8 and discussed the global arms race. Haaretz 
said. 

An envoy sent by Mr. Shultz reported to Israel! 
Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir last Thursday on 
the Geneva arms talks. 

Both countries will bring the views of their Middle 
East allies to the talks, the newspaper said. It said 


U.S. Under-Secretary or State Richard Murphy win 
represent the United States in the dialogue on the 
Middle East, whose date and venue have yet to be 
set. 

The new U.S. portion reflects a marked change 
from its earlier stand on the issue. The concept of an 
international conference on the Middle East, with 
the participation of all parties involved in the Arab- 
Israeli conflict — Including the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) — was voiced by Moscow in 
1980; and Jordan, the PLO and most Arab countries 
have welcomed it. Syria has also supported the call 
and said it would attend such a conference. 

In press interviews last year. His Majesty King 
Hussein has repeatedly said that a rapprochement 
between Washington and Moscow was one of the few 
hopes left to improve chances for a peaceful set- 
tlement to the Middle East conflict and called on the 
superpowers to give the issue proper consideration. 

Daring a visit to Amman earlier this month, prior 
to the Shultz-Gromyko meeting, PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat expressed optimism that the U.S. and 
the Soviet Union will tackle the issue of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict in the Geneva talks and reach an 
agreement. 


Iraq says 
two ships 
hit in Gulf 

BAHRAIN (R) — Iraq said its 
warplanes hit two “naval targets" 
in the Gulf Sunday, one of them 
large, but there was no immediate 
independent confirmation of any 
ship in difficulties. 

Iraq has now reported attacks 
on 10 “targets” in the past week, 
indicating it is stepping up the shi- 
pping war in the Gulf, a spin-off 
from the 51 -month-old ground 
and air conflict between Iran and 
Iraq. 

Iraq uses the word “target” to 
describe merchant vessels, usually 
adding the word “large” when 
referring to oil tankers. 

Reporting Sunday's attacks, a 
military spokesman in Baghdad 
said Iraqi warplanes scored “suc- 
cessful and effective hits” against 
two targets near Iran's Kharg Isl- 
and oil terminal at 12.30 p.m. 
(0930 GMT). All the planes ret- 
urned to base, he said. 

The spokesman said Iraq would 
continue its blockade of Iranian 
ports until the Iranian rulers acc- 
ept peace and Iraq's right to use 
the Gulf for its own exports. 

Iraq's Gulf oil terminals were 
put out of action early in the con- 
flict which erupted in September 
1980 and n has relied on overland 
pipelines to export its crude. 

Iran has continued to export 
from Kharg despite the regular 
Iraqi attacks on shipping over the 
past 10 months. 

Iraq last reported to have hit 
two “targets” on Friday and shi- 
pping sources confirmed Sunday 
that the Iranian bulk carrier .Iran 
Emdad had been hit by an air- 
to-surface missile that day (See 
page 21- 

Most of the confirmed Iraqi att- 
acks have been on foreign vessels 
picking up Iranian crude or car- 
rying cargo to Iranian ports. The 
■ Iranians have sometimes ret- 
aliated with air raids against mer- 
chant ships using ports in Gulf 
Arab countries which support Iraq 
in the war. 


Gromyko rules out accord 
without space arms ban 


Gulf air distress call 

dismissed as hoax 

■ 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Soviet 
Foreign Minister Andrei Gro- 
myko said Sunday that no agr- 
eement could be reached with the 
United States on limiting nuclear 
arms without parallel moves tow- 
ards banning space weapons. 

“If no progress is made on que- 
stions of space it would be sup- 
erfluous to talk about the pos- 
sibility of reducing strategic arm- 
aments,” Mr. Gromyko said in a 
television interview. 

Mr. Gromyko repeatedly str- 
essed Moscow’s opposition to 
Washington’s plans for a space- 
based weapons system while 
summing up the results of his talks 
last week with U.S. Secretary of 
State George Shultz. 

Mr. Gromyko also said that the 
Americans pressed strongly in the 
meeting to exclude space weapons 
from new arms control talks. 

Mr. Gromyko also said the talks 
were “very complex if not strained 
in the political sense of the word” 
and that reaching an agreement on 
the framework for new arms con- 
trol talks “did not proceed smo- 
othly.” 

But. he added, the negotiations 
“did not of course bang the table 
or throw our spectacles of the 
table... (but) they did not hesitate 
to speak their minds without con- 
cern for politeness.” 

“We regard the results of the 
meeting (as) positive,” Mr. Gro- 
myko said. 

He said there was “great pre- 


ssure” by the American side not to 
discuss space weapons, but that 
the Soviet Union said this was 
“entirely unacceptable.” 

“The viewpoint that prevailed 
was the viewpoint that it is imp- 
ossible to consider either the que- 
stion of strategic aims or int- 
ermediate range nuclear arms 
without considering the problem 
of outer space. To be more exact, 
the question of preventing an aims 
race in space. The American side 
eventually agreed to -accept this.” 
he said. 

Mr. Gromyko said that Mr. 
Shultz, after returning to Was- 
hington; sent Mr. Gromyko a let- 
ter saying “ the government of the 
United States intends to carry out 
what was agreed upon in Geneva 
and it will keep the commitments 
assumed under that und- 
erstanding earnestly.” 

He said the Soviet Union would 
“wait and see” whether the Uni- 
ted States did in fact live up to the 
commitments. 

“We will fight to the end on this 
matter.” be said. 

The United States has said that 
it will continue its strategic def- 
ence initiative programme of res- 
earch into space weapons, but that 
(he issue is on the bargaining 
table. 

U.S. to urge Belgium to deploy 
missile; MX defeat could hurt 
arms talks, Weinberger says, page 
8 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — A pur- 
ported distress call from a crashed 
airliner in the Gulf Saturday has 
been generally dismissed as a 
hoax, airline and airport sources 
said Sunday. 

The call, saying 135 people died 
when a Boeing 707 with nearly 
200 on board crashed into the sea, 
apparently came from a 
privately-owned high-frequency 
radio and not from an aircraft, the 
sources, quoted by various news 
agencies said. 

In Tehran, the official news 
agency IRN A said Iranian aircraft 
searched for a downed plane after 
an Iranian passenger aircraft pic- 
ked up the call, but nothing had 
been found. One report had said 
the aircraft had crashed off the 
Iranian coast. 

The apparently bogus call spa- 
rked off intensive checks by avi- 
ation authorities in the Gulf and 
.Far East, but no airline had rep- 
orted the loss of a plane, the sou- 
rces said. 

Concern was heightened by the 
frequency of air piracy in the reg- 
ion. which has seen at least 1 0 hij- 
acks in the past six months, they 
added. 

Kuwait’s Air Traffic Control 
(ATC) superintendent Abdullah 
Jahar told Reuters Kuwait air tra- 
ffic control (ATC) had first heard 
of the apparent distress call from 
Jeddah ATC in Saudi Arabia at 
1.00 p.m. (1000 GMT) Saturday. 


The caller said he was the only 
survivor aboard the plane, but was 
unable to identify the aircraft's 
type, position or airliner, Mr. 
Jahar said. 

“I can say it is not true,” Mr. 
Jahar said, adding checks had 
been made on all scheduled flights 
throughout the Gulf and the Far 
East. 

In Tel Aviv. Israeli radio ham 
Micky Gurdus said he had mon- 
itored a distress call from a Boeing 
707 on a flight from Dacca in Ban- 
gladesh to Kuwait. The caller said 
the aircraft had 197 people on 
board and 135 had been killed. 

Airline schedules showed no 
flights between the two cities Sat- 
urday. 

The Gulf News Agency quoted 
Kuwait airport “ radar sources” as 
saying that the first purported dis- 
tress signal was received at 1300 
hours (1000 GMT) from a person 
claiming to be sinking with an air- 
craft in the Gulf waters. 

“That person in his radio mes- 
sage said the plane earned 197 
persons and that 135 of them were 
killed while the remaining 62 were 
alive in (he water,” the agency 
quoted the same Kuwaiti sources 
as saying. 

The caller said “ I am drowning, 
I am drowning." gave his location 
as close to the Iranian coastline 
and tried to make believe the 
plane was German, the same sou- 
rces said. 


Geneva talks to top agenda of 
Warsaw Pact summit in Sofia 


Reuter 

SOFIA — A summit of Warsaw 
Pact leaders this week may pro-' 
vide further clues to East bloc thi- 
nking on prospects for arms con- 
trol with the West in the light of 
the U.S.-Soviet arms talks in Gen- 
eva, Western diplomats said Sun- 
day. 

Diplomats expect the pact mee- 
ting in the Bulgarian capital, Sofia, 
to hear a Soviet evaluation of ihe 
Geneva talks between Soviet For- 
eign Minister Andrei Gromyko 
and U.S. Secretary of State Geo- 
rge Shultz on Jan. 7 and 8. 


A communique by the seven all- 
ies at the end of what is expected 
to be a two-day meeting will alm- 
ost certainly endorse Moscow’s 
view that space-based weapons 
systems must form part of a future 
package of arms talks with Was- 
hington, they said. 

The meeting of the Soviet-led 
military alliance's political con- 
sultative committee will bring tog- 
ether Kremlin leader Konstantin 
.Chernenko — his health per- 
mitting — and the party chiefs of 
Moscow’s six allies as well as their 
prime ministers. 


3?cU\ 


Vmeii 


A SPECIAL INVITATION 


If you know about good food then L’OLIVIER 
RESTAURANT has a special invitation for you. 
Come and enjoy the best food in town, served 
. in a relaxing atmosphere of live piano and 
violin music. Delectable fresh sea food is ser- 
ved every day. 


WE WILL BE GLAD TO HAVE YOU 
Open Saturday to Thursday, lunch 
and dinner 

For reservations please call 819564 
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i Iranian bulk carrier hit 
iduring Iraq’s Friday raid 


MANAMA, Bahrain (Agencies) — An Iranian bulk 
carrier, the 18,000-ton Iran-Emdad emerged Sat- 
urday crippled in the Gulf waters as a result of an 
Iraqi air raid the previous day, Gulf shipping sou- 
rces reported Sunday. 


They said no one was hurt in the 
attack which blasted the stern of 
the freighter as it was heading in 
ballast for the Iranian port of 
Bandar Abbas. 

The vessel was attacked at 
about 1400 hours (1100 GMT) 
Friday south of the key Iranian oil 
terminal at Kharg Island, they 
confirmed. 

The Iraqis, continuing their air 
and sea blockade on ships calling 
at Iranian ports, announced their 
jet fighters "successfully raided" 
two unidentified naval targets 
near Kharg on Friday at 1 344 and 
1345 hours (1044 and 1045 
GMT) Friday. There has been no 
independent confirmation of the 
second attack so far. 

The raids brought to eight the 
number of attacks reported by 
Iraq in the Gulf waters this year. 

The Iran-Emdad was only the 
third of those attacks to be ind- 


ependently confirmed later by 
Gulf shipping sources. 

The two other crippled vessels 
were also empty freighters, the 
Panamanian-registered Topaz 
Express and the South Korean 
Hamlin Mariner. 

The Iraqi blockade, first dec- 
lared in January 1984, has been 
intensified lately with the Bag- 
hdad avowed aim of “preventing^ 
the Iranians from using the ou 
exports revenues to finance the 
continuation of the aggression 
against our country and our peo- 
ple.” 

Iraq and Iran have been at war 
since 1980. The Iraqi raids, and 
Iranian counterraids on ships in 
neutral Gulf waters has produced 
the so-called tanker war in which 
some 70 tankers and freighters 
have been attacked so far. 

Meanwhile Iraqi Foreign Min- 
ister Tareq Aziz told a three-man 


U.N. team Investigating con- 
ditions of prisoners from the Gulf 
war that Iraq would provide all 
facilities to help the team acc- 
omplish its assignment.. 

The official Iraqi News Agency 
INA said Mr. Aziz as saying he 
hoped the investigation "would 
help remove the unjust situation 
imposed on Iraqi prisoners-of-war 
in Iran and guarantee their tre- 
atment in- accordance with the 
Geneva Conventions and int- 
ernational law.” 

The team comprises Professor 
Torken Opsahl of Norway. 
Maj.-Gen. Rafael Vaie-Huerta of 
Venezuela and Professor Wol- 
fram Kark of Austria. 

They arrived in Baghdad Friday 
night for a six-day visit during 
which they will tour camps con- 
taining Iranian PoWs. and then 
make a similar trip to Iran before 
reporting back to U.N. 
Secretary-General J avier Perez de 
Cuellar. 

The team was formed last Nov- 
ember after an incident in a PoW 
camp in Iran in which several Iraqi 
prisoners died. Iran agreed to rec- 
eive the mission if it first visited 
Iraq. 


Sudanese troops destroy rebel camp 


KHARTOUM, Sudan (AP) — 
Government troops have attacked 
and destroyed a camp of southern 
Sudanese rebels near Lafon loc- 
ality .in eastern Equatoria, a spo- 
kesman for Sudanese Armed For- 
ces General Command said. 

In a statement to the Sudan 
News Agency, the spokesman said 
"a great number of the outlaws 
were killed and wounded” during 
the attack. 

- The unnamed spokesman said 


six government soldiers were kil- 
led in the attack while the rest of 
the contingent returned to a 
base near Torit which is about 1 20 
kilometres south-east of Juba, the 
capital of the Equatoria region. 

Wounded rebels were moved to 
Juba hospital for treatment, the 
spokesman said without giving 
any figures. 

It was Lhe third rebel camp to 
come under government troops 
attack in five days, according to 



statements by the Sudanese 
Armed Forces. 

On Thursday, a spokesman said 
government troops destroyed a 
rebel camp at Tcrakeka. 80 kil- 
ometres north of Juba. 

“Our troops have completely 
destroyed the camp, inflicted 
heavy losses on the outlaws and 
captured quantities of arms and 
ammunition,” the spokesman said 
according to the agency. 


Algeria, 
Mauritania 
seek more 
cooperation 

PARIS (R) — Three Mauritanian 
ministers have arrived in Algiers 
to discuss increased cooperation 
with Algeria, the Algerian News 
Agency APS received here said. 

Planning Minister Taki Ould 
Sidi. Energy Minister Mohammad 
Fadcl Ould Dah and Fisheries 
Minister Isselmou Ould Babah 
will seek ways of increasing bil- 
ateral cooperation, APS said. 

Tunisia. Algeria and Mau- 
ritania are signatories to a treaty 
of friendship and concord aimed 
at increasing regional, unity and 
cooperation. 


Stakes are high for Cyprus talks in New York 


NICOSIA (R) — The stakes are 
high for crucial talks in New York 
this week between Cyprus Pre- 
sident Spyros Kyprianou and Rauf 
Denktash, leader of the - island's 
120.000-strong Turkish Cypriot . 
community. 

Success could mark one of the 
biggest diplomatic triumphs for 
decades in signalling an end to the 
seemingiy.intractable problems of 
ethnic ■aivIsionTsltTl' unsolved' in - 
CyprUf-'affeP'SS;- year's '6T- inef- 
ependfertce. • ■ 

And failure could lead to per- 
manent partition of the Med- 
iterranean island and possibly war 
involving Greece and Turkey, in 
the view of many diplomats here. 

•Wednesday’s talks, under Uni- 
ted Nations auspices, will be the 
first face-to-face meeting between 
the two men for six years. 

Their stated sum is to agree on 
first steps to establish a two- 
community federal republic, alr- 
eady agreed in principle in pai- 
nstaking talks with the U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar late last year- 

The present division on Cyprus 
has its roots in a hastily-drafted 
I960 constitution, described by a 


U.N. official at the time as “an 
oddity.” Greek and Turkish Cyp; 
riots — roughly 80 and 20 per cent 
respectively of the island pop- 
ulation — shared power on gai- 
ning independence from Britain. 

The system proved unworkable 
and friction grew between the 
unbalanced communities. Turkish 
Cypriots withdrew from the gov- 
ernment and vicious, bloody fig- 
hting erupted in 1963. It ended 
when a U.N. peacekeeping force 
arrived in 1964. 

Ten years later, after relations 
between the'eommunities had ste- 
adily improved. th$ military junta 
then ruling Greece staged a coup 
in Nicosia, briefly replacing Pre- 
sident Archbishop Makarios with 
an ex-gunman. Nicos Sampson. 

Turkey, fearing a new drive to 
unite Cyprus with Greece, inv- 
aded and occupied the northern 
37 per cent of the island. 

Some 200,000 Greek Cypriots 
fled or were forced south and the 
widely scattered Turkish Cypriot 
communities flocked north. 

Makarios. shortly before his 
death in 1977, agreed guidelines 
with Mr. Denktash for est- 
ablishing a federal republic and in 


1979 Mr. Kyprianou and Mr. 
Denktash expanded these into a 
10-point agreement. 

But new intercommunal talks 
got nowhere and in 1983 Mr. 
Denktash. angered by U.N. sup- 
port for the legal Kyprianou gov- 
ernment. declared northern Cyp- 
rus independent. Only Turkey 
recognised the internationally- 
condemned new state. 

Yet just over a year later, ind- 
irect talks patiently nurtured by 
Mr. Perez de Cuellar in Nf w York 
led Mr. Kyprianou and Mr. Den- 
ktash to voice optimism that their 
meeting this week could achieve 
real results bn the ground in Cyp- 
rus. 

The basic U.N. approach has 
been to trade territory to Greek 
Cypriots in return for power- 
sharing for Turkish Cypriots. 

Leaks from both sides suggest 
the Turkish array would be wit- 
hdrawn in phases and eight per 
cent of island territory would be 
returned to Greek Cypriots. 
There would be a two-chamber 
parliament with extensive saf- 
eguards for Turkish Cypriot 
rights. 

But it now appears that int- 


ernational guarantees, not local 
issues, could become a major stu- 
mbling block at Wednesday's 
talks. 

Mr. Denktash insists on an act- 
ive role for Turkey — strongly 
opposed by Greek Cypriots still 
bitter over the 1974 invasion. 

Both leaders have had to out- 
manoeuvre alarmed nationalists 
in their communities to reach New 
York with at least the semblance 
of home-backed negotiating 
strength. r 

Despite the focus on politics, 
the immediate impact of any agr- 
eement is likely to be economic. 
Turkish Cypriots have fallen far 
behind the south economically 
and should benefit rapidly from a 
share in lucrative Greek Cypriot 
enterprises. 

Turkish Cypriots’ annual per 
capita income is one third the app- 
roximate $5,000 Greek Cypriots 
make. They ponder poorly- 
stocked shops and endure and est- 
imated 50 per cent rate of inf- 
lation. In the south the quality of 
life is measured by Western Eur- 
opean standards and inflation is 
below five per cent. 


Rebels claim shooting 
down Moroccan plane 


NAIROBI (R) — Guerrillas fig- 
hting Morocco for control of the 
Western Sahara said a Moroccan 
plane had been shot down in the 
disputed territory and a big battle 
was going on. 

“ Very big battles have been rag- 
ing between the Saharan People’s 
Liberation Army and the Royal 
(Moroccan) Forces south west of 
Mahbes,” the Polisario Front said 
Saturday in a statement telexed to 
Reuters in Nairobi. 

“Parts of the Hassan Wall 
(Moroccan defences) were very 
quickly overrun. One plane was 
shot down. The enemy suffered 
heavy losses. Fighting is still con- 
tinuing.” it said. 

Mahbes is a former Spanish leg- 
ion outpost, about 100 kilometres 
from the Algerian oasis of Tin- 


douf, the main rear base of the 
guerrillas. 

The Polisario Front has rep- 
orted three clashes in the area 
since late December, claiming a 
total of 485 Moroccans killed and 
more than 500 wounded. There 
has been no Moroccan version of 
the battles. 

'The Algerian-backed guerrillas 
have been fighting Morocco since 
1975 for control of the Western 
Sahara, formerly a Spanish col- 
ony. 

Mahbes is outside Moroccan 
defensive lines but military sou- 
rces in Rabat said Moroccan civil 
engineers, protected by the army, 
were busy completing a fourth 
defensive wall running close to the 
Algerian border. 
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There has been little apparent have declared they want better 
rapport between the reserved Mr. relations between their divided 
Kyprianou' and the rotund, ext- communities which, they hope, 
roven Mr. Denktash. Yet both would outlast them' both. 

Denktash, Turkish leaders meet 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish Cyp- 
riot leader Rauf DeokLash talked 
to Turkish leaders Sunday about 
his scheduled meeting in New 
York with Cyprus President Spy- 
ros Kyprianou next week aimed at 
ending the division of the island, 
Turkish officials said. 


The semi-official Anatolian 
News Agency said he saw Pre- 
sident Kenan Evren, Turkish min- 
isters and defence chiefs. 

Mr. Kyprianou was expected to 
have similar discussions in Athens 
this weekend • 


Israeli gets life sentence 
for grenade attack 




TEL AVIV (R) — A man who 
threw a hand grenade at peace 
marchers two years ago, killing 
one and injuring nine, was found 
guilty of murder Sunday and sen- 
tenced to life imprisonment. 

Yona Avrushmi. 27. an 
Israeli-born Jew, carried out the 
attack during a rally by the “ Peace 
Now” Movement outside the 
prkne minister's office in Feb- 
ruary 1983. 

The grenade killed peace cam- 
paigner EmQ Grunzwclg and inj- 
ured nine other demonstrators. 

The protesters were demanding 
the resignation of Defence Min- 
ister Ariel Sharon and an end to 
the war in Lebanon. 

The attack deeply shocked the 
country and highlighted divisions 


over the Israeli invasion of Leb- 
anon in June 1982. - 

A Jerusalem court found An-, 
ushmi guilty of murder and att- 
empted murder and sentenced 
him to life imprisonment.' ' 

“I am innocent. Emirs Wood 
cries out from the earth," he sho- 
uted to reporters after the verdict. 
His lawyers said they would app- 
eal. 

The grenade landed 50 metres 
from the site of a cabinet session 
over an inquiry that said Mr. Sha- 
ron bore indirect responsibility for 
the massacre by Lebanese mil- 
itiamen of hundreds of Pal- 
estinians in Beirut’s Sabra and 
ShatiJla Refugee Camps in Sep- 
tember 1982. 


Egypt, Israel to hold 
Taba talks this week 


TABA, Egypt (R) — Egypt and 
Israel go to the negotiating table 
this week on the disputed Taba 
salient in Sinai. 

The narrow Israeli-held salient 
along the Gulf of Aqaba coast of 
the Sinai peninsula is less than a 
kilometre (barely a half mile) 
long. 

But, left in Israeli hands when 
the Jewish state completed wit- 
hdrawal from the rest of Sinai 
under its 1979 peace treaty with 
Egypt, Taba, with its s unscorched 
beach and idyllic, balmy sea, is 
probably the world’s most con- 
tentious picnic spot- 

While the Israelis have turned it 
into a Red Sea tourist resort, with 
luxury hotel and beach club, 
Egypt has made it something of a 
symbol of national virility. Lea- 
ders say Cairo cannot rest until it is 
handed back. 

Next week's talks are on a first 
step towards a solution — the pos- 
sibility of deploying .in Taba an 
expanded contingent of the 10- 
nation Sinai Multinational and 
Observers Force (MFO), which 
already monitors the border els- 
ewhere in Sinai. 

The talks are due to open in the 
Israeli town of Beersheba on Jan. 
15 or 1 8 — the decision rests with 
Egypt — and later move to the 
Suez Canal city of Ismailia in rot- 
ation. 

Egypt is concerned now over 
what it sees as an Israeli attempt to 
maintain a status quo' in the area. 
Deploying the MFO would signal 
that, at. least, a question mark 
hangs over their presence. 

About 25 soldiers of the MFO’s 
U.S. contingent could be seen rel- 
axing on the Egyptian side 'of the 
barbed wire this weekend, looking 
bored. Across the wire could be 
seen the sails qf Israeli yachts. Isr- 
aelis on water skis churned the 
placid, deep blue waters off the 
single beach. 

Both Egyptian and Israeli off- 
icials are sceptical that the talks 
will yield much although Cairo- 
based Western diplomats see 
them as marking a slight thaw in 
Egyptian-lsraeli relations, chilled 
since Israel's invasion of Lebanon 
in 1982. 

Egypt recalled its ambassador. 


from Tel Aviv in 1 982 to protest at 
the massacre of Palestinians in 
Beirut and made his return con- 
tingent on an Israeli pullout from 
Lebanon. 

The diplomats said Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak's agr- 
eement in principle to a meeting 
with Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres later this year was ano- 
ther encouraging sign. 

Egypt also agreed to Israel's 
participation In the coming Cairo 
Internationa] Book Fair after a 
two-year absence. 

But recent Egyptian statements 
do not encourage optimism. For- 
eign Minister Esmat Abdul Mag- 
uid told a recent news conference 
Egypt was ready to go to arb- 
itration on Taba. 

And Foreign Ministry sources 
say Cairo is not hopeful of a set- 
tlement from bilateral talks and is 
generally convinced that int- 
ernational arbitration is its best . 
option. 

Israeli sources in Cairo say that 
resort to arbitration, without first 
trying a compromise in bilateral 
talks, would be out of line with a 
1982 U.S.-sponsored agreement 
cm Taba. 

It called for deployment of an 
MFO unit and a halt to new Israeli 
construction there. It urged bil- 
ateral talks and arbitration only if 
these failed. 

Negotiations on Taba and on 
Palestinian autonomy, as env- 
isaged -under the 1978 Camp- 
David^accords. halted in 1982 
whe riigg ypt refused to accept occ- 
upietHBrusalem as a venue. 

Mr. Mubarak told reporters 
Sunday he would not make any 
compromises to Israel on Egy- 
ptian territory. 

"There will never be any com- 
promises on our land. Bui we are 
ready for negotiations,” he said 
when asked about the Taba talks. 

"Taba is our territory, occupied 
in 1956 by Israel and we got it 
back. It was occupied again in 
1967 aggression. Why not give it 
back again,” he said, adding he 
would not make any concessions 
to Israel in exchange for Taba. 

“Can you make an exchange for 
one of your children?” he asked. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 

exhibitions 

* An art exhibition of oil pa i n t ings by 
Nawal Radi A1 Abdulla at the Royal 
Cultural Centre (until Jan. 16). 

BAZAAR 

* A charity bazaar at 1 1 KW ajn. Sunday 
at Sarvaih Community Centre in Swe- 
ileh. 

JORDAN CINE-CLUB 

* -■ Apocalypse Now*' — starring: Mar- 
lon Brando followed by discussion at 
8:00 p.m. at Philadelphia Cine Theatre. 

TODAY’S EVENTS 


CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre - tel. 661026/7 

American Centre ...... 44371 

American Centre Library 41 520 

British Council : 36147-8 

French Cultural Centre 37009 

Goethe Institute 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre — 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 39777 

Haya Am Centre 66S195 

Hussein Youth City 667 1 81 

Y.W.C.A. 41793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Municipal Library .... 36111 
University of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

FoUore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 1 00 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and J crash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 a-m. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. Tel. 51760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Hasan 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal A1 OaTa (Citadel Hill). 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00a.m. 
4,00 pan.). Closed Tuesdays, 

Jtardan National Gallery: Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lpture by contemporary Islamic artists 
bom most of the Muslim countries and a 
collection of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. Muntazah, Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 «-■*>- 


130 p.m. and 3 JO p.m. - 6.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL JOT 28. 

Martyrs’ Memorial (Military Museum): 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City, Amman. Opening hours 9 
a-m. -4 p.m. Ckued Saturdays. Tel. 
664240. 

Popular Life of Jordan Mnacnai: 100 to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 


Opening hours; 9.00 ajn. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tusdays. TeL 37169. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

lions Amman Club. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn, 1 JO p-m. 

Lion Philadelphia Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7 JO p.m. 
PbBaddpUa Rotary Chib. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn, 
l :30 p.m. 

Rotary Chib. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercom [nemo! Hotel. 2.00 p.m. 
Rayal Automobile Chib. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Circle. TeL 815261. 


CHURCHES 

SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, tel. 24590. 

Church of the Annunciation (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh, 37440. 

De la Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Church of the Annunciation (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali, 23541. 

Augfirnn Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman, 25383. 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafieh. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashrafieh: 
775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh. 771751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani. 816534. 

PRAYER TIMES 


05:03 ..... 

06:25 

11:50 

1430 

17:12 

18J7 


— ..... — ................ Fajr 

(Sunrise l Dana 

Dhuhr 

Maghreb 

— ,‘lsha 


AMMAN AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport teL (08) 53250. 
where it should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 


09J0 Aqaba (KJ) 

09:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

09:45 Cairo (RJ) 

09JS Muscat, Bahrain (RJ) 

<**■■» Dhahran (RJ) 

1*00 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:10 Lamaca, Damascus (RJ) 

10:20 Beirut (RJ) 

,ft 20 Cairo (MS) 

14:40 — Kuwait (KU) - 

1*>0 Jeddah. Medina (SV) 

J6J5 — Belgrade. Istanbul (JU) 

I&30 Bangkok (RJ ) 

!8J0 Cairo (RJ) 

18*15 Casablanca. Tonis (RJ) 

22 - — Baghdad (RJ) 

99:48 Cairo (RJ) 

01:10 Baghdad (RJ) 


DEPARTURES 


05.-45 .. 
07:08 
•7:15 ... 
0*45 ... 
11:00 ... 
1U38 - 

14:30 
14:40 ... 

16:40 .. 

17:25 ... 
19:30 
19t» ... 
19:40 ... 
WHO.- 
2ft00 ... 
2*15!.. 
20:15 ... 
20:45 ... 
21:10 ... 
2*20 ... 
2*30.... 


Cairo (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ j 

Aqaba (RJ) 

— — Beirut (MEA) 

... New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 
Vienna, Chicago (RJ) 


Vienna, Chicago (RJ) 

— ... Cairo (RJ) 

..... — Kuwait (KU) 

— .... Jeddah. Medina (SV) 

— Istanbul, Belgrade (JU) 

— ............ Kuwait (RJ) 

Damascus, Lamaca (RJ) 

Dhahran (RJ) 

— Doha, Muscat (Rj) 

Bahrain, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

—•••••- Jeddah (RJ) 
Dubai (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

- — Baghdad (3U) 

— Cairo (MS) 

... Lisbon, Rio de Janeiro (LA) 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-line skips docking at Aqaba 
pore 


— Golden Bangkok 

— Baiqees 

— Fatah One 

— Vishva Parimal 

— Kalomira - 

— Katjana 

— Aqaba 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company. Tel: 
22324 (six lines) at your service. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local seJUbuy rates in fils 

Belgian franc 64.1/ 64.4 

Dutch guilder 114/ 1 14.7 

Egyptian guinea 302.8/ 307.6 

French franc 42/ 423 

Iraqi dinar 3443/ 351.6 

Italian lire (for 100) 20.8/ 21 

Japanese yen (for 100) 159.6/ 1605 

Kuwaiti dinar 132 51 1330.6 

Lebanese lira 43.1 1 44.6 

Omani riyal 1166/ 11733 

Qatari riyal 110.8/ 1115 

Saudi riyal 1135/ 113.8 

Swedish crown ... 44.9/ 45.1 


Swiss franc .. 


153.6/ 1545 


Syrian lira 38.4/ 393 

UAE dirham 110/ 110.6 

U.K. sterling pound 4635/ 4663 

U.S. dollar 405/ 407 

W. German mark 128.8/ 1295 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be partly cloudy, with scattered 
local showers. Winds will be light and 
variable. In Aqaba, it wifl be partly clo- 
udy, with northerly mdoerate winds and 
seas calm. 

Lowlhigh temperature in deg.C. 

Amman 7/16 

Aqaba — 12/22 

Deserts I” 8/17 

Jordan Valley 13/21 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 16, Aqaba 23. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 76 per cent, Aqaba 48 
percent. 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance 193.775111 

FirstakL fire, police 199 

Blood bank 775121 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue 192, 21111, 37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic police 56390-1 

Electric Power Co. 36381-2 

Municipal water service — 771 125-8 
Queen Alia InL Airport _ (08) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre - 813813-32 
KhaKdi Maternity. J. Amn .. 44281-4 
Akil eh Maternity, J. Amman - 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity '42362 

Malhas, J. Amman 36140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171-4 

S h meisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Dar AJ-Shifa, J. Hussein 667158 

Ai-Muasher Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic, Abdali 665292 

Al-AhL, Abdali 664164 

Italian, AI-Muhajreen 777101-3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 775111 

Army, Marks 91611 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad AJ Ho rani 98552 


Dr. Issa Abu Hayder 37123 

Grand Arabian pharmacy 24051 

Mreish pharmacy .... 770910 

Abu Ghazalah pharmacy ......... 20290 

Mahatta pharmacy (— ) 

Palestine pharmacy (Jabal AJ Hussein) 
Hawamdch pharmacy .. (Jabal A1 Taj) 

TAXIS: 




3 9655 




..... 23715 



IRBCD 

74699 

AI Hayaah pharmacy 

4R6R 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Hisham Hiyasat 982440 

AJ Sa'adah pharmacy ( — ) 

GENERAL 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Ministry of Tourism 42311 

Hotel complaints ........ 666412 

Price complaints 661176 . 

Telephone: 

Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East calk 10 

Overseas calls 17 

Cable or te l e gram 

Repair service ]j 


MARKET PRICES 


Apple (double red) ..... 

Apple (golden) 

Apple (starken) 

Banana . . 

Banana (Mokammar) .. 

Beans 

Broad beans 


Chestnut .. 

Carrot (yellow) 

carrot (Mack) 

Cauliflower 

Cucnmbcr (large) 

Cucumber (small) 

Eggplant (large) 

Eggplant (small) 

Garik - 

Grapefruit — - ... , 

Lemon 


Upper flower price in fib per kg. 

240 / ISO Lettuce (per one) 

— 240MR0 Mallow 

— 240/180 Mandarin 

— 280 / 240 Marrow (luge) 

— .240/210 Marrow (anil) 

.....360/300 Onion (dry) , 

— 700 / 600 Onion (green) ; 

— 120 / 90 Okra 

" — Oranges (Abu Suita) .. 
..»u 120 / 90 Oranges (Shatnmonti) , 
--140/100 

180 / 140 Petrs (American) 

— 200/ 150 Pepper (sweet) 

- — 410/ 350 Pepper (hot green) 

— 140/110 Potato 

— 150/120 Radishes. 

—— 170 / 140 Spinach 

— 130/100 Tomatoes ...... 

.. — 130/ 100 Turnip " 


...120/ 90 
... 280/220 
— 190/160 
.... 120/ 100 

— 210/170 
....150/120 

140/100 

650/550 

— 240/ 180 
....180/150 

80/ 80' 
540/480 
340/ 280' 
... 320/280 

— 210/ 170 
90/ 60 

— 120 / 90 

— 2KW130 
— 130/100 
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Home news 

Sarvath inaugurates charity bazaar for 
benefit of Sweileh community centre 


By Sa’ad G. Hattar 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

SWElLF.H — Her Royal Hig- 
hness Princess Sarvath Sunday 
inaugurated a charity bazaar at the 
Sweileh Social Development Cen- 
tre, the proceeds of which will go 
for expanding the centre’s act- 
ivities and buying new furniture 
and training equipment. 

The bazaar, organised by the 
social development centre in coo- 
peration with charitable societies, 
included a display of handicrafts, 
embroidery, artificial flower arr- 
angements and straw works by the 
housewives in the town. 

■President of the Sociology 
Department at the University of 
Jordan Mahmoud Barhoum told 
the Jordan Times that the centre, 
which was established in 1981 at 


the cost of JD 60,000, was built oo 
land donated by the Swefleh Mun- 
icipality. The centre was the bra- 
inchild of Dr. Serri Nasser, the 
president of the centre, Mb. Bar- 
houm said. 

He added that university stu- 
dents have launched a fund- 
raising campaign during their free 
time and that they helped to set 
the comer stone for this pio- 
neering project. 

He emphasised the university’s 
interest to improve social dev- 
elopment in the Kingdom, esp- 
ecially in residential arqas which 
lack the basic services such as pub- 
lic libraries, children’s parks and 
public gardens. 

Mr. Barhoum said that other 
activities achieved by the uni- 
versity include the establishment 


of the Hay Nazzal Development 
Centre, located at the outskirts of 
Amman. He said that volunteer 
students are now in the process of 
establishing a public library in 
Sweheh and that they are cur- 
rently looking for a piece of land 
'or this project 

The Sweileh Social Dev- 
elopment Centre has a large chi- 
ldren's library, a playground and 
has a* permanent exhibition of 
embroidery, textile work and 
other handicrafts. The centre inc- 
ludes training sections which are 
playing a major role in training 
women in the town and assisting 
them to occupy their spare time in 
useful skills which at the same 
time generate an income that 
would raise the standard of their 
living, he added. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Cabinet hears Obeid’s report 

AMMAN (Petra) — The cabinet met in regular session Sunday 
and beard a report by Transport Minister Farbi Obeid on his 
recent visit to Egypt. Mr. Obeid briefed the cabinet members on 
his talks with Egyptian officials on operating a maritime line 
between Aqaba and the port of Nuweibieh in Sinai in order to 
promote trade and economic ties between the two countries. 

Jordan invited to adult education talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian government has received an 
invitation for participation in the fourth international conference 
on adult education, scheduled to be held in Paris in March. The 
10-day conference will be sponsored by the United Nations Edu- ‘ 
cational. Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO). 

Majali discusses postgraduate studies 

AMMAN (Petra) — University of Jordan President Abdul Sal am 
A1 Majali Sunday received the executive director for Ph.D. pro- 
grammes in business administration at New York City University. 
The meeting discussed the possibility of cooperation in pos- 
tgraduate studies and scientific research fields. Dr. Majali talked 
about -the university’s concentration on setting up postgraduate 
study programmes at the academic section of the university’s 
faculties. 

NRA to attend oil exploration seminar 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is to take part in a scientific seminar 
on the financing issues related to oil explorations, scheduled to be 
held in Athens on April 22. Director of the oil prospecting dep- 
artment at the Natural Resources Authority (NRA) Kama! Jjir- 
dsat will represent' Jordan atlhe seminar. ' ' 


Delegation leaves 
for conference on 
refugee services 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Arab cou- 
ntries hosting Palestinian refugees 
open a week-long conference in 
Tunis Monday to discuss subjects 
pertaining to the refugees and the 
services offered to them by the 
United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency ■ for Palestine Refugees 
(UNRWA), according to assistant 
Under Secretary at the Ministry of 
Occupied Territories Affairs 
Osama Tahboub. 

Mr. Tahboub. who left Sunday 
for Tunis at the head of Jordan's 
delegation to the conference, said 
that UNRWA’s recent measures 
to cut its services due to a deficit in 
its budget will figure in the mee- 
tings. 

Mr. Tahboub had said that the 
Jordanian delegation will submit 
three working papers dealing with 
Israeli settlements in the occupied 
West Bank, the deteriorating con- 
ditions -of refugees in Gaza and 
Israel's drive to demolish refugee 
camps. 

The conference, he said, will 
also tackle the problems faced by 
Palestinians in their movements, 
through their employment in 
Arab countries. The conference, 
which will be held at the Arab 
League Headquarters, will refer 
its resolutions and rec- 
ommendations to the Arab Lea-., 
gue Council Which will convene in 
March. 



Her Highness Princess Sarvath Sunday inaugurates 
a charity bazaar of handicrafts, textile works and 


embroidery for the bene® of the Sweileh Social 
Development Centre (Petra photo) 


Preparations underway for Arbor Day 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan will 
celebrate ‘ Arbor Day* on Tuesday 
and tree-planting ceremonies will 
be held in all governorates. The 
main celebration, however, is 
expected to take place under 
Royal patrooage at Sahab Ind- 
ustrial Estate, south east of 
Amman. Another major cel- 
ebration will be held under the 
patronage of Her Majesty Queen 
Noor. 

The celebration, to be org- 
anised by Amman Municipality 
will take place at four different 
public gardens and the Queen will 
participate by planting trees. The 
four sites will be at Princess Iman 
Garden, B asm an Garden, the 
Army Garden and the Civil Avi- 
ation Garden. 

Another Arbor Day celebration 
will be held near the Dead Sea 
resthouse under the patronage of 
Minister of Labour aod Social 
Development Tayseer Abdul 
Jaber. 

. The Ministry of Agriculture 
expects that 30,000 dunums of 
land will be planted with forest 
trees and 10,000 more with shrubs 
and fruits trees. According to Mr. 
Mu’ti A1 Tillawi from the min- 
istry’s range and afforestation 
department, nearly four million 
saplings will be planted by the 
public, individuals and various 
organisations in the current agr- 
icultural season. The saplings are 
given away free to the public to 
encourage the planting of trees, he 
said. 

• .; Sapling nurseries 

According to Mr. Tillawi, the 


Ministry of Agriculture produces 
saplings at its 12 nurseries in var- 
ious regions of the country and 
these nurseries have a capacity of 
producing nearly seven million 
saplings a year.’ Mr. Tillawi said 
that trees have great benefits for 
agriculture as they conserve water 
and help prevent soil erosion, but, 
he added, there are other dangers 
to trees and agriculture caused by 
man. He said one of the main dan- 
gers is cutting down trees to obtain 
wood for charcoal and for ind- 
ustry. In 1982, there were 344 
cases of illegal tree cutting but this 
is only a few compared with 1 .500 
such cases recorded between 1 972 
and 1981. Mr. Tillawi said. 

Another danger to forest trees, 
he said, is the smuggling of forest 
saplings which in 1 982 registered 
177 cases. A third danger lies in 
animals grazing on land grown 
with trees, Mr. Tillawi said. He 
added that this often happens in 
view of the shortage of pasture 


land and in years when there is 
drought. 

A fourth and a bigger danger to 
trees is fire, Mr. Tillawi said. Tho- 
usands of trees are burnt down 
every year because of fire, caused 
mostly by vacationers and. in 
some cases, on purpose, he said. 
Most fires occur between May and 
August, that is in the dry season, 
but sometimes in other months 
depending on the number of peo- 
ple on holiday and inflammable 
substances left in the forest reg- 
ions. Mr. Tillawi added. 

According to Dr. Butros Salem, 
director of the Ministry of Agr- 
iculture’s information section, 
Jordan celebrated Arbor Day for 
the first .time in 1939 under the 
patronage of Prince Abdullah Ibn 
A1 Hussein, who attended another 
celebration at A1 Qal’aa in 
Amman in 1947 after which 
Arbor Day became an official 
annual event. 


IBRD mission reviews 
potash company activities 


AMMAN (J .T.) — A meeting was 
held Saturday at the Arab Potash 
Company (APC) between the 
mission of the International Bank 
for Reconstruction and Dev- 
elopment (IBRD) and the man- 
agement of the APC, headed by its 
managing director, Mr. Ali Nsour. 
.The discussion covered various 
aspects of the APCs activities, 
including production and mar- 


keting programmes, financial and 
future development plans. 

The IBRD mission is scheduled 
to spend a week in Jordan during 
which time the mission will pay a 
visit to the project site at Safi to 
tour its facilities. The World Bank 
has participated in the financing of 
the project by providing a loan of 
$35 million. 
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Percy conveys Reagan’ s message 

U.S. senator departs 
following talks with 
Hussein, officials 

By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — U.S. Senator Charles Percy left 
Amman Sunday for Europe after holding with 

His Majesty King Hussein, Foreign Minister Taber 
Al Masri, Court Minister Adnan Aba Odeh and 
Armed Forces Commander-m-Chief General Sharif - 
Zaid Ibn Shaker,' a statement issued by the Ame- 
rican embassy said. 


During his meeting with the 
King, Senator Percy conveyed 
President Reagan's respect and 
admiration, the statement said. 
“Noting the long history of close 
relations between the U.S. and 
Jordan, the senator reiterated his 
commitment for U.S. support of 
the Kingdom, which is particularly 
important given the current cir- 
cumstances in the region.” the sta- 
tement added. 

• The statement quoted Senator 
Percy as expressing his app- 
reciation for Jordan's constructive 
role in the region “and for King 
Hussein's efforts to promote a 
negotiated settlement to the Pal- 
estinian problem.” 

Senator Percy was recently on a 
tour in the Gulf region on a fact- 
finding mission during which he 
held intensive talks with Gulf lea- 
ders which centred on the current 


developments in the area, esp- 
ecially the 5 2- month-old Irait- 
lraq war and the Arab- Israeli con- 
flict. 

Mr. Percy, who is a former cha- 
irman of the Senate Foreign Rel- 
ations Committee, lost his post 
to pro-Israeli Democratic Con- 
gressman Paul Simon in the con- 
gressional elections last Nov- 
ember. 

The defeat of Mr. Percy, a 
long-time moderate Illinois Rep- 
ublican Senator was the most sig- 
nificant development in the ele- 
ctions which saw Democrats pick 
up two senate seats but left the 
Republicans in control of that 
chamber. 

A report reaching here said that 
Senator Percy has recently turned 
down the post of U.S. ambassador 
to India. 


Swedish trade delegation 
arrives for economy talks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Swedish Min- 
ister for Foreign Trade Mats Hel- 
1 strom arrived in Amm an Sunday 
at the head of a trade delegation 
on a three-day visit to further dev- 
elop and strengthen the economic 
and commercial bilateral relations 
between the two countries. 

Officials representing several 
economic and industrial fields in 
Sweden are among the delegation 
which is scheduled to meet Min- 
ister of Industry and Trade Jawad 


Al Anani, Minister of Agriculture 
Mohammad Al Bashir, Minister 
of Planning Abdullah Nsour, Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan Governor 
Mohammad Said Al NabubL Tel- 
ecommunications Corporation 
Director General Mohammad 
Ismail and a combined meeting 
with the chambers of trade and 
industry directors. The Swedish 
delegation will also pay official vis- 
its to industrial and agricultural 
projects in the Kingdom. 


Military court sentences embezzler 

AMMAN (Petra) — The military court has sentenced Faye* 
Mohammad Abdul Fattah Al Natour to one year imprisonment 
for embezzling public funds. The military governor Sunday end- 
orsed the sentence. 


THIS MORNING, OVER 100 GUESTS REQUESTED 7:30 WAKE-UP CALLS... BY 7:35 THE SL-1 HAD SAID GOOD MORNING TO THEM ALL 
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THE SL-T BUSINESS COMMUNICATIONS 
SYSTEM FROM NORTHERN TELECOM. 

FIRST CLASS TELEPHONE SERVICE FDR 
YOUR GUESTS AND INCREASED PROFIT 
FOR YOU. 

When Northern Telecom built the SL-1* 
business communications system, we de- 
signed it to offer the same features as a great 
hotel— service and value. 

Northern Telecom^ hotel integrated com- 
munications system can be programmed to 
make up to 100 wake-up calls per five 
minutes. Automatically, if the first call is not 
answered, the SL-1 will try two more times, 
then notify your attendant Each wake-up call 
can be a reminder to have breakfast at the 
hotel restaurant or can deliver another 
profit making message in your guest’s native 
language. 

SL-1 interfaces with billing systems 
and hotel property management systems. 
Whether you need 30 or 5,000 lines, install- 
ing an SL-1 business communications 
system today prepares you for the future. 
Northern Telecom is the largest manufacturer 
of fully digital telecommunications systems 
in the world. Serving hotels, hospitals, 
banks, industry and governments, Northern 
Telecom leads the way in the development 
of fully digital telecommunications tech- 
nology. Investigate the excellence of the 
SL-Ts technology, track record and service 
today. 


Trademarks of Northern Telecom Limited. 
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MPs should have more 


SOME 30 members of the Lower House of Parliament have 
proposed an amendment to the traffic law, enablin g them to 
acquire special number plates for their private cars. “Tbe 
significance of this move is unquestionable,” said a spokesman 
for the group of 30. “ We reserve the right to be equal with the 
executive branch (in acquiring special number plates).*' 
Well, we should not be questioning the right of the hon- 
ourable gentlemen to the embellishment of their private cars 
with “red’ 1 , or “red-on-white”, plates. It is only that we are 
asking them to go even beyond this step in demanding their 
rights. 

One area which we can easily identify, where members of the 
Lower House can serve their constituents better and more 
effectively, is the need for each and every one of them to have an 
independent office in his constituency. Such an office, equ- 
ipped and furnished simply but adequately, could do wonders 
to facilitate the work of tbe MP and indeed enable him to serve 
his constituents much more effectively. 

There is no need to go into details in explaining the usefulness 
of such a project. Many of os know how the system works in 
other countries and no doubt agree on the need for it here in 
Jordan. The 30 or so parliamentarians who woke up for their 
right to acquire special number plates can all too easily legislate 
to have their own constituency offices, if indeed they seek to 
prove their independence, representation and concern' for the 
people. 

Another requirement of democratic life is for Parliament to 
vote in its own research programme and study groups. The 
House’s library may have been a good place for some members 
to do some work there, but it certainly has not been enough for 
all of them to do outstanding representation of the people’s 
interest. This too is an area where Parliament should discuss 

and debate its. require - — — 

it was well and swell that the MPS voted for themselves hefty 
increases in their salaries earlier on (from JD 300 to JD 600, in 
one stroke). Now, it is their duty to work full-time, full-speed 
for their constituents’ best interests. 

Our citizens should look forward to such a qualitative step. 
Why should not they, and the government? 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra’i: More than condemnation needed 


THE ARAB League in Tunis Saturday issued a statement con- 
demning an operation for transporting Ethiopian Jews to Israel and 
said that Israel will employ the newcomers to settle them in occupied 
Arab lands. The Arab League, which possesses a large staff of 
specialists and politicians, has satisfied itself with this statement of 
condemnation rather than adopting more effective measures to ans- 
wer this big challenge. 

Needless to say, the Arab League reflects the situation prevailing 
in the Arab World: and because the Arabs are divided.it seems that 
the Arab League cannot under these circumstances take further 
steps. Perhaps what it can do is to speed up efforts for convening an 
Arab summit to study this serious situation and render to the Arab 
leaders the opportunity to handle their various chronic problems. 

The current divisions in the Arab World, and the disputes between 
governments should not prevent us from meeting at the highest level. 
The issue of the Ethiopian Jews, the Gulf War and the situation in the 
occupied Arab territories and Lebanon necessitate an immediate 
meeting of Arab leaders who would positively take more effective 
measures than issuing statements of condemnation. 


Al Dustour: Overall summit is better 


GOVERNMENT LEADERS in the Arab countries of North Africa 
are currently exerting efforts for holding a summit meeting of their 
heads of stale. These countries are trying to find means for solving 
common problems and adopting common measures to repel dangers 
and challenges confronting them. 

We would have liked to see such efforts made towards convening a 
summit meeting lor all Arab heads of state because we are concerned 
with achieving solidarity among all Arab countries and ending dif- 
ferences among their governments. Yet the current efforts for this 
limited summit are appreciated and, if the outcome is positive, such a 
summit will have its beneficial effect on the Arab countries in Asia, 
which would be tempted to try a similar summit of their own. 

In the absence of comprehensive efforts for holding a summit 
meeting for all Arab leaders, such mini-summits are a welcome idea. 
However, major issues confronting the Arab Nation, like the Gulf 
War and continued Israeli occupation of Palestinian land and Leb- 
anon, cannot be handled on a limited scale and would require a 
gathering of all Arab heads of state who can work out a common 
strategy for the whole nations. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Disrupting Israeli plots 


THE DEPLOY ME NT of Lebanese troops in the Kharroub region 
and the coasLal road south of Beirut is the first srep towards breaking 
the barrier of the crisis in southern Lebanon. The deployment of the 
army in implementation of the government's security plan puts an 
end to all doubts about the ability of the Lebanese Armed Forces to 
ensure peace and security in the country and refutes Israel's claims 
that the Lebanese army cannot shoulder its responsibilities. 

The army can now help end the conflict among the various militias 
of the South and can prepare for taking over from the Israeli forces 
after their withdrawal from the territory, 

Israel had always been counting on inter-Lebanese differences and 
factional wars to consolidate its hold on the southern regions of 
Lebanon, ft had tried ro perpetuate its presence by wrecking the 
negotiations at Naqoura wiih the hope r hat its terms and conditions 
would be accepted by the Beirut government. 

The deployment of the Lebanese army has now disrupted the plots 
of Israel and its militias and exposed to the world Zionist attempts to 
impose hegemony and domination on a neighbouring state. 


What price paid for ‘Operation Moses’? 


By Tareq Masarweh 


WE CANNOT believe claims 
by the Ethiopian military reg- 
ime that it knew nothing about 
tens of thousands of its citizens 
crossing the border into Sudan 
without the regime's kno- 
wledge and approval. It is hard 
to believe that, specially since 
the border region is boiling 
with rebellion, constant fig- 
hting and alertness. 

We also cannot believe 
Sudan's statement that it all- 
owed tens of thousands of Eth- 
iopian refugees go by withouL 
even checking their identities. 
Whatever the claims by Eur- 
ope and the United States of 
caring for hungry human bei- 
ngs. the Americans and the 
Europeans have not yet rea- 
ched a stage of allowing eno- 
rmous numbers to be re-settled 
in their own countries. All that 
they have done to the African 


hungry people is to donate 
flour which costs relatively lit- 
tle. but they have spent for- 
tunes on filming the situation 
and the aid reaching the hungry 
to serve their own ends and int- 


Jews have now arrived m Israel 
and the Zionist propaganda 
machine will immediately lau- 
nch offensives to convince 
Europe and the United States 
of the wisdom of its action: 


Airlifting thousands of Jews 
from Ethiopia is not as simple 
a task as the statements of the 
foreign ministries of Addis 
Ababa and Khartoum. There 
must have been a price for this 1 
collusion, and the Zionist org- 
anisations are “excellent" at 
handling this and paying the 
price which the dictatorial reg- 
imes in Addis Ababa and Kha- 
rtoum were so anxious to get. 
History is full of examples on 
the relationship between Jew- 
ish money and corrupt tyr- 
ants...! 

Thousands of Ethiopian 


First. Israel will say that it 
has virtually contributed to 
ending the African famine by 
saving the Jews and doing its 
pan. 

Second, it will say that it had 
wrenched thousands of Jews 
from the grasp of Mangestu 
HQa Mariam, the head of the 
Ethiopian regime who sup- 
ports the Soviets, and hence it 
will be able to wrench other 
Jews it considers hostages in 
the Soviet Union! 

Third, it will say that h needs 
several million dollars in aid 
from Europe and the United 
States so as to absorb the hun- 


gry Jews into the Jewish state. 

Our knowledgeof the might 
of Israel's propaganda machine 
and its power of persuading 
Europe and the United States 
of its actions tend to increase 
our indignation against the 
mean and colluding regimes of 
Khartoum and Addis Ababa. 
This Israeli propaganda mac- 
hine will soon disclose the price 
which these “pigmies" have 
received from the clever “Jew- 
ish giants." This machine will 
reveal falsehoods m the sta- 
tements of Khartoum and 
Addis Ababa about their lack 
of knowledge about the ope- 
ration or their claim of hum- 
anitarian motives that pro- 
mpted them to allow it to take 
place. 

The Zionist machine had in 
the 1940s and 1950s painted to 


the West a picture of the “ poor 
Jew" who is being persecuted 
and therefore is in need of help 
to fmd refuge in his “for- 
efathers'* homeland but it is no 
more employing such tactis. 
The picture, as presented now 
by the propaganda machine is 
that of a clever and strong Jew 
who knows how to win wars, 
how to deal with corrupt peo- 
ple and how to bargain with the 
major powers over giving pro- 
tection to their interests in this 


about ... These thousands of 
Ethiopian Jews will now fig 
Israeli settlements buihon Pal* 
estinian Arab land. These Eth- 
iopians will learn how to pouf 
their hatred against the Pal- 
estinian people which have 
long been subjected lo opp- 
ression and subjugation. 


region which extends from 
the Atlantic to the Indian 
Ocean...! 


We are really indignant and 
angry to see both military reg- 
imes in Khartoum and Addis 
Ababa colluding against us 
despite the slogans they raise 
and the principles they brag 


These backward Ethiopians 
win serve as the best tools in 
the hands of Kahane. Sharon 
and other Zionist terrorists, 
and will act as whips to crack on 
the Palestinians and the inh- 
abitants of southern Lebanon. 
Though we are indignant and 
furious about what happened, 
yet we regard it as a lesson for 
those who still have any hope 
of or belief in the usefulness of 
Arab military dictatorships ... ! 


Iranian exiles said to plot Khomeini’s downfall 


By Jean Gueyras 


THE ISLAMIC revolution in Iran 
in 1978 had the effect, among 
other things, of creating an Iranian 
diaspora of considerable pro- 
portions. The lack of reliable sta- 
tistics-. however, makes it difficult 
if not impossible to put an acc- 
urate figure on the number of Ira- 
nians who, since the fall of the 
Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi. 
have gone into voluntary exile 
while waiting for the situation at 
home to "clear up". 

Estimates of their number vary 
from 700.000 to two million. But 
allowing for the fact that all Ira- 
nians, whatever their allegiances, 
tend to exaggerate figures, it may 
reasonably be supposed that since 
the revolution about one million 
people have left Iran for foreign 
shores. 

It is a very high figure when one 
remembers that Iranians, who are 
by nature attached to their hom- 
eland. had little reason, before the 
events of 1978. to leave a country 
that gave every impression of eco- 
nomic buoyancy. True, some of 
them justifiably complained about 
the Shah's autocratic regime: bur 
as long as they kept out of the 
labyrinthine intrigues-of domestic 
politics they were left well alone. 
That is why under the Shah not- 
hing in the nature of a political 
exodus ever really occurred. 

Until 1978. the total number of 
Iranians living abroad scarcely 
exceeded 150.000; most of them 
were students, who formed the 
bulk of the regime's opponents. 
On top of that, there were several 
tens of thousands of wealthy Ira- 
nians who lived for pan of the year 
in Europe or the United States, 
and an unknown number of sea- 
sonal workers in the Gulf states, 
where there is a large population 
of Iranian origin. 

The Iranian colony in France 
then consisted of only some 6,000 
students, and a few hundred ret- 
ired businessmen and civil ser- 
vants who had taken advantage of 
the oil boom at the beginning of 
the 70s to buy homes on the 
French Riviera or in Paris — esp- 
ecially on the newly developed 
Front de Seine complex, where a 
number of tower blocks were built 
partly with Iranian capital. At that 
time Iran Air offered special wee- 
kend trips to Nice as an alt- 
ernative. for the wealthy, to their 
usual Black Sea resorts. . 

It was the wealthier classes who 
first thought of exile when the 
Shah's regime began to crack at 
the seams in the middle of 1978. 
When it became clear that the 
monarchy's days were numbered, 
they left the country in droves, 
taking with them all their val- 
uables. 

But it was only when the Shah 
had left Iran and Khomeini had 
come to power that the real pol- 
itical exodus began — when all 
those, whatever their political col- 
ouring. who opposed the Islamic 
republic scrambled for the border. 


After passport control at Tehran 
airport was made stricter, they 
were forced to call on the services 
of highly paid professional smu- 
gglers. wbo did a roaring trade on 
Iran's borders with Pakistan and 
Turkey. 

By that time, aspiring exiles 
could no longer leave with their 
personal belongings, which they 
often had to sell off in Iran itself at 
a fraction of their value in order to 
meet the ever greedier demands of 
the smugglers and "travel age- 
ncies’" that would provide them, 
for fees sometimes running into 
thousands of dollars, with safe 
conduct to their places of des- 
tination. 

Most of them ended up in the 
United States, and more par- 
ticularly in the Los Angeles area, 
which is now believed to have an 
Iranian population of about 
250.000. France, on the other 
hand, has “only’’ 40.000 at most 
Why. then, has Paris become, over 
the last five years, the hub of pol- 
itical opposition to the Khomeini 
regime? 

There are two main reasons for 
this. The first has to do with what 
one mi ght;. ca U. the VNeauphle? 


thus been given more or less a free 
hand in France. They do not feel 
bound to act with the discretion 
that Paris normally expects of pol- 
itical refugees, and have openly 
called on their fellow citizens to 
rebel, just as Khomeini himself 
did in the past. They have every 
reason to be happy with their cho- 
ice of Paris as a base for hostilities 
against the Iranian regime, even if 
it is not ideally placed geo- 
graphically. 

Many ordinary political ref- 
ugees. on the other hand, are less 
than delighted to have chosen 
France as their “land of asylum". 
Following the French gov- 
ernment's decision to cut down 
the number of immigrants, their 
situation has radically changed. 
Only two years ago, those who 
succeded in getting out of Iran 
could get a French entry visa wit- 
hin 1 0 days. Nowadays, if they are 
lucky, the same visa takes several 
months to obtain unless they have 
a recommendation from one of 
the opposition groups recognised 
by the French government. 

Those applying for political asy- 
lum resort to numerous devices to 
get into France. Some have-ent— 


le^Chaleau syndrome", ppp- ered^ia-Spain. .which until rec- 
osition leaders have settled in ently did not require Iranians to 


Paris in the rather naive belief 
that, since Khomeini from his base 
at Neauphle-le-Chateau in the 
Paris suburbs orchestrated a suc- 
cessful propaganda campaign for 
his cause which eventually led to 
his return to Iran, they will be able 
to do the same. 

In December 1979. the Shah’s 
niece. Princess Azadeh Shafik. 
interviewed by the Washington 
Post at her Paris home. Villa Dup- 
ont, said that she would eventually 
fly home to Tehran just as Kho- 
meini had done; the countdown 
had begun, as she put it. the only 
difference being that she was 
based in Villa Dupont, not 
Neauphle-le-Chateau. 

The openly proclaimed asp- 
irations of the combative princess. 


have a visa, either crossing the 
border illegally or entering with a 
three-month tourist visa, whose 
renewal is never insisted on. Ano- 
ther ploy is to obtain a transit visa 
involving a change of planes in 
Paris, and to “vanish" between 
Roissy and Orly airports. 

But the number of illegal Ira- 
nian immigrants has diminished 
sharply as a result of the ext- 
raordinary accumulation of obs- 
tacles placed in their way once 
they enter France. The French 
government’s relatively liberal 
policy vis-a-vis political refugees 
is now nothing more than a distant 
memory. 

With the sudden influx of Sou- 
theast Asian refugees, the French 
authorities have been snowed 


who had the excuse of being young under with thousands of app- 
and inexperienced, were nev- 1 ica (ions: owing to staff shortages 


ertheless echoed by other opp- 
osition leaders in rather more 
sophisticated terms. But what all 
of them failed to see was Lhe eno- 
rmous difference between their 
own predicament of being forced 
into exile by a victorious rev- 
olution. and that of Khomeini, 
whose stay in Neauphle- 


and lack of funds, they can take up 
to two years to be examined.. 

Some Iranians are fla- 
bbergasted to discover that there 
is no proper reception org- 
anisation for them when they arr- 
ive in Paris, and complain that 
other categories of refugees (such 
as East Europeans. Turks and 


le-Chateau was merely the last lap South Americans) are more fairly 
of his triumphal course to power, treated than they are. 


The second factor that helped to 
make Paris the base of the Iranian 
opposition was France’s inc- 


An academic from Tehran, who 
had graduated brilliantly from the 
Sorbonne. returned to Paris two 


reasingly pro-Iraqi stance: ever' years ago as a political refugee: he 
since the former Iranian President ®^ ,ms it was only then that he 


Ban: Sadr and the Mujahideen differed French bureaucracy in 
leader Massoud Rajavi arrived in ^ ,\ ts splendour: he spent days in 


France in July 1981. the French P olice l . and government buildings 
government has become one of S ra PP‘ in 8 w, th “the indifference. 


Baghdad's main arms suppliers 
and therefore, whether int- 
entionally or not, the Iranian reg- 
ime's chief enemy. 

Khomeini's opponents have 


not to say contempt, shown by 
French officials towards the poor 
outcasts that Iranian intellectuals 
in search of asylum have now bec- 
ome". Many intellectuals chose to 


come to Paris because France, in 
their eyes, stood for certain ideals. 

The academic in question (who 
has since sorted out his problems) 
is in a particularly privileged pos- 
ition because he speaks perfect 
French, unlike most of his Fra- 
ncophile compatriots. The Latter 
are quite unable to cope with the 
many and highly complex dif- 
ficulties they have to overcome 
before they can lead a more or less 
normal life in France. 

Totally involved in their own 
problems, often separated from 
their families, and traumatised by 
the upheavals that led to their lea- 
ving Iran, they find it hard to und- 
erstand why the French aut- 
horities make it so difficult for ref- 
ugees to get political asylum. 

The grant of Frs 1,200 (about 
$125) they get from the gov- 
ernment every month for one year 
after obtaining a refugee's card is 
scarcely enough to pay for-the rent 
of a small bedsitter, let alone food. 
So what often happens is that 
three or four of them have to share 
a tiny room on the top floor of a 
block of flats without a lift in some 
remote and inaccessible suburb 
Ip order to survive, they have to, 
count on the generosity of more' 
fortunate friends or on financial 
help from one of the opposition 
groups based in Paris — which 
involves a degree of political 
commitment that some are rel- 
uctant to undertake. Another pos- 
sibility is undeclared work for off- 
ice caretaking or cleaning firms, 
which are only too willing to take 
advantage of them. 

But obtaining a political refugee 
card does not mean the end of the 
applicant's troubles: for some 
time now, the authorities have 
been refusing to issue a residence 
permit unless the applicant can 
supply a pay slip. Many exiles are 
therefore having to be content 
with a temporary visitors permit, 
which needs to be renewed every 
three months — and only after the 
applicant and his family have 
spent a whole day queueing and 
filling in forms at police hea- 
dquarters. 

According to one academic wbo 
spends his spare time helping col- 
leagues and advising them how to 
solve their problems, most Iranian 
refugees who have chosen to settle 
in France belong to Iran’s int- 
ellectual elite: "Their bew- 
ilderment isinjdirecl.proportion to 
the hopes they had placed in Fra- 
nce. I know of a well-known the- 
atre producer from Tehran who 
has not been able to afford to go to 
a single play since arriving in Fra- 
nce, of journalists who are having 
to take on unpleasant manual jobs 
and can't even buy one newspaper 
a week, or writers who are unable 
to do any reading or writing bec- 
ause they are sick with worry 
about the future. All such int- 
ellectuals, doctors, engineers, res- 
earchers and artists expected to 
broaden their knowledge .and 
experience when they came to 
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France. Instead, they are mou- 
ldering away in their lonely sub- 
urban ghettoes. Most of them say 
they were more in touch with what 
was going on in France when they 
were back in Tehran than they are 


now. 

In the circumstances, it is not 
surprising that more and more 
Iranian refugees are trying to 
leave France in the direction of 
milder climes. Some have erven 
decided to return to Tehran des- 
pite the risks involved. Others 
again have turned to suicide as a 
solution. Those who remain, and 
who are thoroughly demoralised 
on a personal level and totally 
uncommitted politically, feel not- 
hing but contempt for the small 
circle of political exiles who, in- 
their view, do nothing but waste 
their time and energy in factional 
squabbling, instead of uniting to 
bring down the regime they left 
behind in Iran. 

Despite their divisions, leaders 
of the pro-monarchist org- 
anisation that have proliferated in 
Paris over recent years are con- 
vinced that they can eventually 
bring about the return of the mon- 
archy in Iran. One of these. Sha- 
pour Bakhtiar, head of the Iranian 
National Resistance Movement 
(INRM) and the Shah’s last prime 
minister after being one of his 
chief opponents for many years, 
believes the process to be ine- 
vitable: “Our best ally is the 
Khomeini regime, which in the 
eyes of the Iranians has com- 
pletely descredited the idea of a 
republic in any form." he con- 
fidently tells the many journalists 
who visit his closely guarded res- 
idence in a Paris suburb. 

Over the years, the “rep- 
ublican" Bakhtiar, who had often 
said he agreed to become the 
Shah's prime minister only in 
order to hasten his departure, has 
become an out-and-out royalist. 
When Mr. Bakhtiar resurfaced 
politically in Paris in July 1 979, he 
called for “a new and genuine ref- 
erendum” so that the Iranians 
could choose freely between a 
monarchy and a republic. 

He now says he fears such a ref- 
erendum would be “manipulated, 
as is customary in Third World 
countries like ours"l He favours 
free elections aimed at setting up a 
constituent assembly, which 
would, he is certain, opt for a -con- 
stitutional monarchy. 

Mr. Bakhtiar' s main rival. Ali 
Amiai, who heads the Iranian 
Liberation Front (ILF) and was 
also once prime minister under the 
Shah, has adopted more or less the 
same stance. Underpressure from 
the Crown Prince. Reza Cyrus, the 
two leaders signed a joint agr- 
eement in J.uly 1 983 calling for the 
return of a constitutional mon- 
archy, thus putting an end to their 
public bickering. But infighting 
has continued. 

Ali Amini himself has managed 
to keep out of the fray. No one 
questions his good faith — after 
alL he has always favoured a con- 
stitutional monarchy. After ret- 
iring from active politics in 1961, 
he caused a sensation by being the 
first to suggest (in an interview 


with Le Monde in 1978) that the 
Shah should step down for a time 
in order lo save the monarchy and 
rid his entourage of the " brothers, 
sisters and other hangers-on who 
have taken advantage of the reg- 
ime for the last' 1 5 years." 


In the circumstances, it is hardly 
surprising that the two rival org- 
anisations did not join in cel- 
ebrating the anniversary, on Aug- 
ust 5. of the 1906 constitution. Mr. 
Bakhtiar took advantage of the 
absence of his “allies" to attack his 
detractors in the ILF, who, he 
said. “want toout-Herod Herod". 

Mr. Bakhtiar regards himself as 
someone who. on the contrary, 
has always remained faithful to his 
ideas: “After all. I've always been 
Mossadegh's heir, and what he 
always favoured was a con- 
stitutional monarchy.” In fact, the 
leader of the INRM is forced to 
speak with two voices in order 
both to satisfy the requirements of 
his programme to restore the 
monarchy and to allow for the res- 
ections of the “republicans" in 
his movement, who joined it par- 
tly out of personal loyalty to him. 
but mainly because they did not 
know where to turn after the col- 
lapse of the former National 
Front. They do not challenge the 
monarchist line advocated by their 
leader, but are keen to have gua- 
rantees that Prince Reza will not 
foDow in his father s footsteps — 
Le Monde. 


LETTERS 


It takes two to laugh 


To the Editor 


SOME OF the newscasters at Jordan Television will do better if 
they keep their views to themselves while reading news rather 
than irritating the audience with uninvited comments and smirks. 
Are they trying to prove themselves the Cronkites of Jordan? The 
otherday a newscaster was heard as saying be preferred car races, 
immediately after broadcasting an hem on dog racing. Who asked 
him what his preference was, may we know? 

— AY®, jfo .ap preciate a s prinkle of humour in the otherwise drab 
life, but not when u is presented with a smirk becoming too 
personal. If newscasters think such presentations help boost their 
“popularity”, they could not be much off the mark of being called 
dumb. 


£ 

.4 


Although Mr. Amini is rec- 
ognised as a sincere liberal with no 
personal ambitions, who sees him- 
self as a “coordinator" and “uni- 
fier” pf the opposition, others of 
its members, whether pro- 
Bakhtiar or not. criticise him for 
giving too free a hand to Shahine 
Fatemi, secretary-general of the 
ILF. who is regarded as being a 
little too “unconditionally mon- 
archist’’ after being a Icfiwing 
opponent of the Shah in his youth. 
His conversion is thought to be all 
the more suspect in view of the 
fact that he is the nephew of Hus- 
sein Fatemi, Mohammad Mos- 
sadegh’s foreign minister, who 
%, us ' executed in 1953 on the 
Shah’s orders. 

However that may be. Shahine 
Fatemi is now proud of being an 
“ultra-monarchist". Unlike many 
other monarchists, he refrains 
from criticising the Pahlavi era. 
“the most remarkable in our his- 
tory”. He is particularly scathing 
about Mr. Bakhtiar, and refuses to 
be regarded as his ally. 

"He's not consistent.” says Mr. 
Fatemi. "He cant criticise the 
Shah's regime while at the same 
time remaining loyal to the 1906 
constitution. If we are to work 
together in an atmosphere ot mut- 
ual trust, he must accept coUccmc 
leadership — which is something 
he is quite unable to do. He wants 
to become Iran’s General de Gau- 
lle. its sole saviour. In other words, 
he sees himself as the Shah's 
rival." Mr. Fatemi. who is proud 
to call himself “fundamentally 
counterrevolutionary". believes 
that the rightwing monarchist 
opposition is the only one with a 
chance in Iran. 


Maram Assal, 

Amman.' 
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exacerbated tragedy of the homeless 


B-y Jesper Morch ~ / 

i 

The problem of abandoned and street children is a global one whjch 
concerns us all. Their number seems to rise as countries become more 
and more urbanised, and big cities like Calcutta, Nairobi, Marseilles, 
New York and Bogota are monuments to their plight. In Larin Ame- 
rica and the Caribbean, the problem is considered by many rep- 
resentatives of government and the private sector to be one of the most 
serious social concerns of our era. At the same time, many Latin 
American countries have been pioneers in alternative services for street 
children without families and preventive, community-based pro- 
grammes for children working in the streets. Nowhere is quite as much 
being done to- try to solve the problem. The rest of the world, in this 
sense, has a lot to team from Latin America. Following is a report on 
this phenomenon in Latin America by UNICEF publication Ideas 
Forum. 



Common sleeping conditions in Copacabana, Rio de Janeiro (UNICEF photo) 


Latin America 



The impact of the 
world recession 

FEW ARE tempted to estimate 
the exact numbers of the many, 
millions of boys and girls in Latin 
America that we call street chi- 
ldren. Discussions have often cen- 
tred around tbenumberof 40 mil- 
lion. with some arguing that it was 
too high and others that it was too 
low. A report published by the 
Association of Children's Court 
Judges of Brazil in July 1984, 
however, states that more than 30 
million children live m the streets 
of Brazil alone. This estimate 
would suggest that putting the 
□umber for ail of Latin America at 
40 million is now a conservative 
assessment. The Brazilian est- 
imate, for example, represents an . 
increase of 90 per cent in three 
years. It seems fair to say, then, 
that today the numbers of street 
children in ail of Latin America 
and the Caribbean (up to 18 
years) probably exceeds SO mil- 
lion. 

It is important to stress that 
these children are not necessarily 
boys. Girls may not be as visible in 
the everyday street life. But they 
are Lhere. In great numbers. And 
increasingly so. Any- serious att- 
empt to deal with the issue must 
therefore take this basic fact into 
account. 

Clearly, the economic crises 
which have struck Latin American 
countries in recent years have agg- 
ravated the situation of street chi- 
ldren. The migration of thousands 
of families from rural areas into 
the cities has accelerated at the 
very time when urban poverty has 
worsened in both extent and deg- 
ree. It is little wonder that bur- 
geoning city slums daily produce 
more children who are forced to 
struggle for their families^ survival 
as well as for their own. And unf- 
ortunately. it is. unrealistic to ass- 
ume that we can invent instant 
programmes which will take them 
out of the streets and the market 
places.The income brought in by a 
child worker may make the dif- 
ference between a family rem- 
aining together as a unit or not. If 
the family does fall apart, that 
child and his brothers and sisters 


are likely to slide into complete 
abandonment. 

Natural and man-made dis- 
asters have further aggravated the 
situation. Floods on the west coast 
and drought on the east coast of- 
South America have both sent 
families fleeing for the promise of 
the city. Civil strife in a number of 
countries has caused many tho- 
usands of children to become orp- 
haned, abandoned, dislocated, or 
otherwise destitute. 

Who are 
street children? 

Attempts have been made to 
establish categories among the 
children in order to try to ela- 
borate specific strategies for res- 
ponding to their various needs. 

The first, the children on the 
street, is by far the largest of the 
three categories and consists pri- 
marily of working children who 
still have family connections' of a 
more or less regular nature. Their 
focus in life is still the home, many 
attend school, most return home 
at the end of each working day, 
and most wQl have a sense of bel- 
onging to the local community in 
which their home is situated. 

The second group, the children 
of the street, is smaller but more 
complex.' Children in this group 
see the street as their home, and it 
is there that they seek shelter, 
food, and a sense of family among 
companions. Family ties exist but 
are remote,' and their former 
home is visited infrequently. 

The third group, the abandoned 
children, may appear to form part 
of the second group, and in daily 
activities are practically ind- 
istinguishable. However, by virtue 
of having severed all ties with a 
biological family, they are entirely 
on their own, not just for material 
but also for psychological survival, 
and therefore require a very dif- 
ferent approach. . 

Essentially, what is sought for 
abandoned children is a new fam- 
ily of some kind, often in a creative 
form. For children of the. street, a 
strengthened family is the priority, 
or if this is not possible, a sub- 
stitute family. For children on the 
street, the working children, pre- 


ventive action is needed to keep 
them from becoming children of 
the street or completely aba- 
ndoned. Such preventive ini- 
tiatives must see the child as a 
member of a family which in turn 
is part of a community — with dir- 
ect contact at all levels. Such pro- 
jects must also seek not to take 
away the child's work, but to give 
it as we 11 as (.he child a new dignity. 
Work need not be damaging, exp- 
loitative, and abusive if it is made 
appropriate to the child's age and 
development, adaptable to edu- 
cational opportunities, accessible 
for health and nutritional services, 
and directed towards training for a 
happy and useful future, which of 
course - includes sound emp- 
loyment. 

The causes of child 
abandonment 

As suggested above, the pri- 
ncipal causes of child aba- 
ndonment — and in many cases of 
child neglect, abuse, and exp- 
loitation — are certainly related 
directly to the rapid advance of 
industrial growth and the per- 
sistence of rural and urban pov- 
erty. The cycle, for the family, is 
usually migration to the city, pro- 
found urban slum- poverty,- and 
family disintegration beginning 
first with the abandonment of the 
family by the father. Pro- 
gressively. often follow the det- 
erioration of moral values, pro- 
blems of alcohol, prostitution, 
dependency of abandoned mot- 
hers on serial male partnerships 
and the rejection of these mot- 


hers' chDdren by the so-called 
“stepfathers’'. Violence is com- 
mon in the lives of children whose 
families are trying to survive 
under any or all of these con- 
ditions, and is a principal reason 
for children fleeing their homes in 
favour of the streets. 

If a child is left to the streeLs and- 
cannot subsist on earnings he or 
she must turn to other means for 
his or her survival. Among these 
means are theft, acts of violence, 
and prostitution. Exposure to the 
vicious circle of the street leads to 
an expen education in the art of 
survival and a growing anti-social 
stance fostered by the resentment 
and distrust of the society that has 
rejected him or her. So he or she 
turns to drugs. 

Yes. the use of drugs — be it 
marihuana, bazuka, shoemakers’ 
glue, gasoline, paint-ihinncr or 
whatever — is a common occ- 
urrence among street children, 
especially amongst the aba- 
ndoned. They have little to lose 
but life itself, which all too often 
has already lost all value. Sho- 
emakers' glue particularly is easily 
obtainable and cheap, and is a big 
business for older street dwellers 
who package it for easy con- 
cealment by a young purchaser — 
in a baby food jar or juice can, for 
example, which can be hidden in a 
sock or inside underwear. 

The physical and mental dam- 
age done by such drugs is dreadful 
indeed and becomes progressively 
worse with continued use. The 
child who daily escapes the cruel 
reality 6f a miserable existence 
through drugs gradually has red- 


uced contact with reality, and 
often commits “imprudent acts” 
such as robbery, prostitution, phy- 
sical attack, or even murder and 
suicide. 

But as serious as this particular 
problem may be, it is obvious that 
the very deep problems within 
family and community must be 
solved first before life will become 
worthwhile enough for these chi- 
ldren not to seek out glue or gas or 
paim-thinner in order to relieve 
the burden of the horrible reality 
of their lives. Glue sniffing bec- 
omes as repulsive to a winning 
child as it was compelling to the 
loser. 

New hope 

Although the situation of many 
millions of street children is very 
serious indeed, there is nev- 
ertheless hope of seeing real cha- 
nge on behalf of these children 
within our lifetime. Latin America 
is showing the way. In countries 
like Brazil, Colombia, and Mex- 
ico, a wave of empathy, und- 
erstanding. and determination 
amongst the government, state 
agencies for child and family wel- 
fare. social workers, the churches, 
voluntary organisations, uni- 
versities, and beyond is resulting 
in programmes that are gradually 
turning into people's movements. 
In these countries, the problems of 
street children and abandoned chi- 
ldren are probably among the 
worst in the world. Yet it is also in 
these very same countries that we 
find the greatest concern and the 
greatest hope for the future. 


Rising toll of infertility is source of large-scale emotional anxiety 


By Jennifer McKay 

LONDON — For any couple who 
r *i want to ha* c children, difficulty in 
conceiving a baby or completing a 
pregnancy salely is a source ot 
anxiety and heartbreak. In some 
countries it may also be asourceof 
shame and a reason for divorce. 

Yet the problem is surprisingly 
common, according to Dr. Pra- 
milla Senunayake. medical dir- 
ector of the International Planned 
Parenthood Federation. She says 
(hat in many countries the number 
of couples w ho are affected by inf- 
ertility or impared fertility, is ris- 
ing. 

The mcidenec of \enereal dis- 
ease and of repeated illegal abo- 
rtions in some regions ot the 
world, and the tendency in some 
developed countries for women to 
delay their first pregnancy until 
i later in life when they are less fer- 
^ tile, may be among the reasons lor 
this. 

In tropical Africa, where inf- 
ertility is most common, there are 
communities in which almost a 
third ol couples are childless wit- 
hout wanting to be. And in Britain 
it is estimated thar one in 10 cou- 
ples will have difficulty conceiving 
a child. 


Fortunately there is now inc- 
reasing recognition of the distress 
caused by infertility and the extent 
of the problem. At the recent Int- 
ernational Conference on . Pop- 
ulation held in Mexico City a Dec- 
laration on Population and Dev- 
elopment was made which stated: 
“Expanded research should... be 
undertaken in human rep- 
roduction to solve problems of 
infertility and sub- fecundity.” 

This declaration was welcomed 
by Dr. Senanayake who says that 
although the IPPF is best known 
for the help it offers couples who 
want to avoid too many pre- 
gnancies. the federation is very 
concerned for couples who suffer 
the distress of involuntary chi- 
ldlessness. 

IPPF first established a policyon 
infertility in 1 978 and since then it 
has highlighted the problem in 
several of its publications. In many 
countries its member associations 
are advising and assisting infertile 
couples. Thai is why. at a recent 
meeting of the federation's int- 
ernational medical ' advisers, in 
New York, the subject of inf- 
ertility was high on the agenda. 

The panel said that many of the 
conditions which lead to impaired 
fertility are preventable and tho- 


ught that much could be done, 
particularly by family planning 
associations and health workers, 
to help reduce the number of cou- 
ples who can’t have children. 

They recommended. ’ for exa- 
mple. that efforts should be made 
to combat the spread of sexually 
transmitted diseases, to provide 
good obstetric care where this is 
not already available, and to pro- 


vide contraception so that women 
are not tempted to resort to ind- 
uced abortions. 

Although claims have been 
made that some contraceptive 
methods can permanently affect a 
woman's chances of bearing a 
child, the IPPFs advisers con- 
cluded that no such link has been 
convincingly established. They 
recognised that the use of the inj- 
ectable contraceptive. Depo- 
Provera. may cause a delay in the 


return of fertility, but this does not 
extend beyond 18 months after 
the woman stops using it. 

They thought that couples who 
have difficulty conceiving may 
benefit from counselling. They 
can be taught about the best time 
in the woman's cycle to have sex- 
ual intercourse or about how the 
woman's body signals, including 
temperature and consistency of 


the cervical mucus, could guide 
them towards her most fertile per- 
iod. 

One fact not often recognised is 
that male factors are responsible 
for about a third of all infertility. 
Much less is known about male 
problems, but the most common 
causes of male infertility are low 
concentrations of sperm in the 
semen, abnormal sperm or genital 
infections. 

For women the problems are 


better understood, the main ones 
being infections which damage or 
block the fallopian tubes, hor- 
omonal or ovulation disorders or 
abnormal growth of uterine tissue 
outside the womb (end- 
ometriosis). The last two are the 
most common causes of infertility 
in the developed world, while inl- 
ection is the more likely culprit in 
the developing world. 

Infertility caused by the after- 
effects of infection is the most dif- 
ficult to treat. Pelvic inflammatory 
disease is the most frequently 
found infection and is usually the 
result of gonorrhoea, or other 
sexually transmitted diseases. 
Syphilis, too. can affect chi- 
ldbearing by infecting the fetus in 
the womb and causing its death. 

This is one reason why the rapid 
spread of sexually transmitted dis- 
eases is so worrying. In many areas 
of the world the incidence of gon- 
orrhoea has reached epidemic 
proportions and it is one of the 
most common diseases in both 
developed and developing cou- 
ntries. Estimates suggest that in 
Nairobi, for 'example, seven per 
cent of the population has the dis- 
ease. 

Of course there are other causes 
of infertility such as poor nut- 


rition. diseases such us tub- 
erculosis or malaria, the use of 
drugs, exposure to environmental 
pollution. Childbirth of abortion, 
panicularly where these have 
taken place in unhygienic con- 
ditions. can lead to infertility. 

IPPFs panel of experts from 
seven countries made suggestions 
about the various clinical tec- 
hniques which can be used to help 
infertile couples, when prevention 
has failed. But at the same time 
they recognised that diagnosis and 
any subsequent treatment is a 
complex process, which may req- 
uire facilities and expertise not 
readily available to many couples, 
particularly in poorer countries. 

In the words of Dr. Sen- 
anayake: “At the moment the 
results of treating infertility are 
often disappointing. So it is imp- 
ortant not to build up false hopes 
in couples who are seeking tre- 
atment."' 

■ Where treatment isn’t suc- 
cessful. she says, health workers 
and family planning associations 
may be able to help the couple to 
try to come to terms with thai fact 
and to advise about adoption, if 
the couple sees that as a suitable 
alternative — People News/ 
Feature. 


‘One fact not often recognised is that male factors 
are responsible for about a third of all infertility. 
Much less is known about male problems, but the 
most common causes of male infertility are low con- 
centrations of sperm in the semen, abnormal sperm 
or genital infections. 


Governments restrict imports; ‘higglers’ rush in to fill the gap 


When economic difficulties force Caribbean countries like Jamaica 
and Guyana to restrict imports . the ", higglers ' ’ - unofficial traders - 
rush in to fill the gap. Canute James reports. 


KINGSTON — The main road 
through the shopping plaza of 
Half Way Tree in uptown Kin- 
gston is lined by a row of mak- 
eshift booths covered by blue pla- 
stic. 

They are the retail outlets for a 
new type of entrepreneur which 
evolved as the island's financial 
difficulties worsened. 

The booths contain a range of 
imported consumer goods, mainly 
clothes and shoes. In contrast to 
their more established com- 
petitors in air conditioned stores a 
few feet away', these traders suffer 
the heat and the dust with stoic 
indifference. 

But they. hove rhehr. clientele, 
and competitors they are. The 
nearby shopkeepers have waged a 
wordless war Qgarast these "hig- 
glers” — a war which intensified; 
when their status was elevated, in 
typical government jargon, to .that. 


of “informal commercial imp- 
orters.” 

Rising unemployment and per- 
iodic shortages of consumer dur- 
ables and food have provided the 
stimulus for the growth of this 
parallel economy. It is. a Car- 
ibbean phenomenon, but unlike 
their counterparts in Guyana at 
the other end of the region, Jam- 
aica's. higglers — or at least those 
who have followed the rules and 
are properly registered — are 
legal. 

With the Guyanese government 
maintaining a long list of banned 
items in. an effort to conserve fast 
dwindling hard currency, the cou- 
ntry s small traders run the risk of 
being on the wrong wide of the law 
on both leaving and re-entering 
the country. - 

Like the Jamaicans, .however, 
the least that is needed to start is 
modest capital and market. The 


market is almost always there. The 
initial capital is for an airline tic- 
ket. 

For the Guyanese, the ticket 
could be to any one pf the rel- 
atively affluent neighbouring cou- 
ntries — Trinidad, Barbados or 
Brazil. For the Jamaicans, it is 
Miami, Panama, Puerto Rico and 
supposedly impoverished Haiti. 

Because of lack of hard cur- 
rency to purchase goods overseas, 
the seed-corn for the Jamaican 
traders includes rum, preferably 
aged and therefore more exp- 
ensive, Jamaica’s famed Blue 
Mountain coffee, which com- 
mands a price four times that of 
other coffees, liqueurs and cigars. 

For Lhe Guyanese, purchasing 
overseas for the local market is 
dependent on how much gold the 
trader can take out of the country. 
Mr. Forbes Burnham, the pre- 
sident of Guyana, recently said 
gold smuggling was costing his 
fragile economy about $360 mil- 
lion a year. 

What is taken back for sale dep- 


ends on the stale of demand in the 
domestic market. Guyana's list of 
banned items ranges from bread 
and other products made from 
wheaten flour, through fruits to 
baby food. 

Jamaican higglers clearly regard 
shoes and shirts as sure-sells. But 
they thrive during the many sho- 
rtages of basic foods. A recent 
absence of rice from the island’s 
supermarkets coincided with off- 
erings from higglers at J$5 ($ 1.2 1 ) 
per pound — five times the off- 
icially controlled price. And it 
could be bought only if it were 
“married”, in nuptials organised 
by the trader, and involving per- 
haps a tin or two of condensed 
milk or mackerel. 

As in any other business, the 
minnows soon become separated 
from the whales. 

The Guyanese big fish som- 
se times arrive to buy, armed with 
cash. This is exported illegally, 
having been bought, also illegally, 
at a black market rate of between 


three and four times the official 
rate. They supply lhe domestic 
market with motor vehicle parts 
and accessories, including tyres. 

Getting through — or rather 
around — customs officers is a nat- 
ional game. But there are some 
who will pay the import duties 
because they can corner a seller’ s 
market at prices which are tol- 
erated because of desperate need. 

The Jamaican whales, of course, 
do not occupy the plastic covered 
sheds. The fruits of their end- 
eavours find themselves on the 
shelves of well established shops. 

Jamaican business leaders rec- 
ently said that smuggling was cos- 
ting local industry between J$800 
million and J$1 billion (SI 93.7 
million and $242.1 million) per 
year. 

A threat from the government 
to seize all illegal imports found in 
shops, and levy heavy fines on the 
owners, has led to a rash of sales in 
Kingston stores. 

Despite the questionable leg- 


ality of rhe traders' operations, 
state-owned shops in Guyana 
have from time to time displayed 
goods which have been imported 
by the small traders. 

In any showdown with the law 
— or with big shopkeepers — the 
traders and higglers are likely to 
have the edge in popular support. 
Despite the high prices they are 
the lifeline for consumer goods to 
ravaged economies prone to sho- 
rtages. 

The rewards for enterprise 
could not be that bad. " From what 
I bring in and sell, I buy a house up 
there,” said Daphne, waving her 
hand in the general direction of 
nearby hills, covered by palatial 
residences. 

Sitting on a wooden stool at the 
back of her humid, plastic covered 
booth, she refused to disclose her 
surname. “I rent the house to a 
man for JS4.000 a month, and I 
use that to send my three boys to 
high school ’’ — Financial Times 
news feature. 


Ften’da Habib's 

Billionaires never 
swing? 

MY EDITOR called me al my office in Lhe agency on Sunday and 
asked me: “Randa, is your corner ready?” 

— “No...” 

— “Qukkly then, you have to send it because page five is 
ready... only your column is missing.” 

After hanging op the phone, 1 paused behind my white papers 
and dreamed. 

Today, I just cannot decide what to write. Not that subjects are 
missing. Thank God, no, for as tong as life goes on. there will 
always be something to say, praise or condemn. No, this was not 
my problem. In fact, the crisis I Faced was because of the subject 
which I felt inclined to write about. 

I would like — without hurting too many people, because I was 
often accused of being too sarcastic — to talk of snobbishness, one 
of the characteristics which is becoming more and more dominant 
in the evenings and social gatherings in our society. 

This gentleman I want to tell you about made some money, well, 
a lot of money. “He is a billionaire...” one found herself obliged to 
whisper in my ears while I was only asking about his name. 

So, this gentleman is a tycoon, one among others. Madam, is 
sittmg not far away, and as the spouse of a billionaire, she took the 
necessary pose. 

When the evening ambience got warmer and everybody started 
to laugh and dance, onr couple did not budge, being contended 
with putting on a condescending, sardonic smOe. But things got 
worse when someone dared to ask the gentleman and the tody to 
join in the dance. 

An expression of horror appeared on the face of the tody, who 
made obvious gestures to her husband to decline in case he was 
considering to fall into the temptation (horror!) of dancing. 

They insisted again, but the couple explained to everybody that 
“they” can in no circumstances dance, sing or tough like eve- 
rybody because in fact “they” are not like “everybody.” “Our 
social position, you understand...” 

This is when I felt I must write about it and that together we must 
wonder: When one becomes a billionaire does this mean that he 
must become rigid and austere? Or is it that this is the way to show 
that one is “different”? 

If that was the case. I do not want to become a billionaire. 


Norway faces big drop 
in citizenry’s numbers 
by early 21st century 

By L. Erik Calonius children sooner, but not to have 


OSLO — Like many fathers, Lars 
Ostby has papered his office walls 
with his children's crayon dra- 
wings: reindeer, snow-capped 
mountains, and houses with 
smoke curling from their chi- 
mmneys. 

Mr. Ostby is clearly proud of his 
Jwo kids, but at the suggestion of 
having a third he smiles and sha- 
kes his head. “Two is enough.” he 
says. He doesn't have the time or 
energy for another, he explains. 
Neither does his wife, who has a 
job of her own. 

Mr. Ostby. who happens to be 
an analyst in the Norwegian dep- 
artment of ‘ statistics, represents 
the average Norwegian family 
man. A hundred years ago, the 
average Norwegian couple had 
four or five children. Twenty years 
ago, the number of children per 
woman had declined to three. But 
now, that number has dropped to 
about two. 

Future tumble 

As a result, Norway is facing the 
first population decline in its his- 
tory. Mr. Ostby traces the nation's 
growth on graph paper, starting in 
1720, with the population cli- 
mbing steeply to its present 4.1 
million. Only during the few years 
of the Napoleonic Wars, when 
Norway took a beating from both 
Sweden and Britain, does the 
upward line wobble. But reaching 
into the first decade of the 2 1st 
century, the nation's population is 
expected to falter, and then take a 
rather steep tumble. 

Norway isn't alone. Birthrates 
have fallen throughout non- 
Communist Europe, except for 
Greece and Ireland. In 1968. 
Sweden was the first country to 
slip beneath the 2.1- 
children- per- worn an rate needed 
to keep population steady. In swift 
succession came Finland, Den- 
mark, West Germany and Swi- 
tzerland. By the mid-1 970s, Eng- 
land, Belgium, and the Net- 
herlands also had followed, and by 
the late 1970s. France, Norway, 
and Italy had joined the club. 
Recently. Spain and Portugal 
have, too. 

Norway is second only to Ice- 
land as the most sparsely pop- 
ulated land in Europe. But if the 
birthrate stays at the current 1.7 
children per woman, the total 
population could decrease to 
three million people by the year 
2100. And if the birthrate falls to 
the current low in Europe (West 
Germany’s 1,33 children per 
woman), the Norwegian pop- 
ulation could decline to 1.6 mil- 
lion by that year. That was the 
approximate population in 1 860. 

Government inducements 

To encourage people to have 
more kids, a government com- 
mittee has suggested a $1 .2 billion 
programme. Provisions include a 
$164 million package for ext- 
ended maternity leave. $588 mil- 
lion for full nursery school cov- 
erage. and $176 million for rec- 
reational centres or longer school 
days for seven-to-nine-year-olds. 
Other suggestions are likely to be 
made in a major government 
study due out this spring. 

But Norwegian officials are 
skeptical about throwing money at 
the problem. Similar programmes 
in other European nations have 
persuaded young people to have 


more of them. One Norwegian 
legislator complained, “I'm con- 
cerned about declining birthrates, 
but those who can do something 
about it (parents) aren’t”. 

There is nothing inherently 
wrong with a smaller overall pop- 
ulation, a recent Norwegian gov- 
ernment report says. The report 
concludes: “Within reasonable 
margins, the number of people 
there are plays an insignificant 
part in the development of the soc- 
iety.” 

Problem of age 
distribution ^ 

But there is concern that a sma- 
ller number of young people may 
be left to care for an increasing 
number of old people. And that 
burden. Norwegian Prime Min- 
ister Rare Willoch warned rec- 
ently. could cause the birthrate to 
drop even further, actually imp- 
eriling the society. 

Other concerns are that bus- 
inesses will have fewer young rec- 
ruits. Small communities also may 
be affected by shrinking pop- 
ulation, says Olso University eco- 
nomics professor Preben Munthe. 
“Their surivtal may be very dif- 
ficult,” he says. 

Among the more immediate 
concerns is the pool of young peo- 
ple available for military con- 
scription. “When we get into the 
1990s. there will be a numerical 
decrease.” says a Norwegian def- 
ence spokesman. “Now we use 70 
per cent to 75 per cent of a par- 
ticular age froup. We have set up 
very high physical criteria.’’ Bui 
adjustments will have to be made 
to broaden the acceptable pool, 
although "everyone doesn't have 
to meet the requirements of an 
infantryman.” One of the adj- 
ustments is a plan to attract more 
female volunteers. 

Experts still do not understand 
the birthrate decline. The dev- 
elopment of the birthcontrol pill is 
an obvious factor, but it is con- 
sidered to be more the instrument 
of contraception than the reason 
for it. Increasingly, analysts are 
looking at social and economic 
reasons. 

In Norway, for insrance. cou- 
ples in the 1 800s who had four or 
five children were making a wise 
economic choice: Norway was a 
country of small farms. “Children 
were part of the workforce." says 
Mr. Ostby. “They had a positive 
economic value.” 

Even when there weren’t eno- 
ugh small farms for every son, 
opportunities existed overseas, 
and the birthrate remained strong. 
Between 1 860 and the end of the 
century nearly a million Nor- 
wegians sought their fortunes in 
America. 

During the bleak 1930s and 
World War II, the Norwegian bir- 
thrate dipped below two children 
per woman. But when the war 
ended, it rebounded, climbing to 
three children in 1965. Then, rat- 
her suddenly, it plummeted, and 
in 1974 fell below the two- 
children-per-woman line on sta- 
tisticians’ charts. 

Ope theory is that the inc- 
reasing presence of women in the 
work force has affected chi- 
ldbearing: Since 1972. the num- 
ber of Norwegian women joining 
the work force has increased 25 
per cent. At the same time, the 
number of children borne by 
women has decreased 28 per cent. 
— The Wall Street Journal. 






Sports 


McEnroe, Lendl clash in Masters final 


NEW YORK (R) — Ivan Lendl battled back from a 

5 - 2 deficit in the last set to beat Jimmy Connors 7-5, ■ 

6- 7, 7-5 Saturday and set up a clash with John McE- 
nroe in the final of the Grand Prix Masters Tennis 
Championship for the third consecutive year. 


During his comeback from 
30-15 in the ninth game, the Cze- 
choslovak won 15 of 17 points as 
Connors appeared to wflt under 
his powerful ground strokes. 


Czechoslovak Lendl's pulsating 
triumph, after he was within two 
points of defeat in the ninth game 
of the final set, followed top seed 
McEnroe’s surprisingly easy 6-1, 
6-1 rout of Sweden's Mats Wfl- 
ander in the other semifinal 
match. 

By running off the last five 
games of the best-played, and 
most exciting, match of the 
12-man tournament, third seed 
Lendl reached the final for the 
fifth successive year. 

His victory also foiled Connors' 
bid to reach the final for only the 
second time in 10 Masters app- 
earances. 

The winner of the best- 
of- five-sets final will receive 


5100,000 and the runner-up 
$60,000. 

With most of the capacity crowd 
of 18,741 at Madison Square 
Garden exhorting Connors on, he 
appeared to have victory in his 
grasp when he went 30-15 ahead 
while leading 5-3 in the third set. 


It was a surprising turnabout 
since Connors, once ahead at the 
climax of a match, rarely loses his 
momentum. Lendl, by contrast, 
has frequently appeared to lose his 
resolve and concentration. 


But Connors netted a low for- 
ehand volley, drove a forehand 
long and Lendl drilled a forehand 
placement down the. line to puli 
back to 5-4 down. 

Lendl then held serve at love to 
draw level 5-5, broke at 15 on 
three Connors’ errors and another 
forehand down the line, and ser- 
ved out at 15 to end the two hour 
56 minutes match. 


But on Saturday Lendl played 
his best tennis in adversity, ele- 
cting to go for winners rather than 
play conservatively as he did in 
losing to Connors in the U.S. 
Open finals of 1982 and 1983. . 


Given his overwhelming dom- 
inance on fast indoor courts, the ' 
2 5 -year-old New Yorker was exp- 
ected to defeat Wilander on the 
medium-fast synthetic carpet at 
Madison Square Garden. But the 
ease with which he handled 20- 
year-old Wilander, who is at his 


Frustrated by his inability to 
sustain an effective ground stroke 
assault, Wilander began to attack 
the net in the second set. But more 
often than not he did so behind 
approach shots that lacked suf- 
ficient depth or angle, leaving, 
himself vulnerable to McEnroe’s 
precise ground strokes. 


MOHA STORE 


OFFICE FOR RENT 

Sports City district' 


In best location in Amman - 5th Circle. 

AMMAN Tel: 673846 


Total area 165 mm. 

Central Heating installation, parte and 


For more Information please contact 

maintenance 


Tel. No. 814348 


NOTICE 

AQABA RAILWAY 
CORPORATION 

WORLD BANK — MULTI-MODE 
TRANSPORT PROJECT - 
GENERAL 

NOTICE FOR PROCUREMENT 

Tenders are invited from eligible bidders from 
member countries for supply of Permanent 
Way Materials as per details given below: 


1. Country - Jordan 

2. Project Title - Supply of Permanent Way 
Materials for Renewal Project: Aqaba Rai- 
lway Corporation, Jordan. 

3. Loan Number - 2463-O-JO 

4. Project Information - The materials are req- 
uired for carrying out complete Track Ren- 
ewal for 101.4 kms. of track in three str- 
etches between El-Hassa Jn. to Aqaba on 
Aqaba Railway Corporation, Ma’an, Jor- 
dan. Govt, of Jordan has received World 
Bank loan for the multimode transport pro- 
ject, which includes this work. 

5. Description of Materials: 

RAILS, WOODEN SLEEPERS, CONCRETE 
SLEEPERS, FASTENERS, ETC. 

6. Bidding Documents will be available at the 
office of Aqaba Railway Corporation, Ma’.an 
or Its representative at the Ministry of Tra- 
nsport, Amman and upon payment of non- 
refundable fee JD 160. 

7. Offers must be handed over to chief clerk at 
Ma’an Station not later than 1200 o’clock 
on Saturday, 16-3-1985. 

THE DIRECTOR GENERAL 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 


Consisting of three bedrooms, salon, dining room, 
sitting room, glassed-veranda, modem utilities, cen- 
tral heating, garden, telephone. 


Location: Engineers Housing Estate, Seventh Cir- 
cle, Jabal Amman, Sheikh Abdullah Ghosheh Street 

Annual rent: JD 5,500 

Call Tel: 673609 


- 

TENDERS’ NOTICE 


The Directorate of Projects/Ministry of Education 
announces the issuing of the following tenders 
which are part of the Educational Projects spo- 

nsored by the World Bank. 


A Fourth Educational Project: 


Tender No. 

Tide 

Tender Fees 

9/85 

Basic Training W/S 

JD 10.000 

10/85 

Diesel Mechanics W/S 

JD 5.000 ! 

11/85 

Woodworking W/S 

JD 5.000 

12/85 

Electric W/S 

JD 5.000 

13/85 

Instrumentation W/S 

JD 5.000' 

15/85 

Telecommunications W/S 

JD 5.000 

16/85 

Basic Fittings 

JD 10.000 

17/85 

Agriculture & Hort. W/S 

JD 5.000 

18/85 

Apairy 

JD 5.000 

19/85 

Electric Hand Tools 

JD 3.000 

20/85 

Wood working Hand Tools 

JD 3.000 

21/85 

Diesel Hand Tools 

JD 3.000 

|b. Third Educational Project: 


22/85 

Medical Labs. Furniture . 

Free of t 


* 

charge 

Interested 

bidders are invited to collect tenders' doc-l 

luments from procurement division at the Directorate off 
I Projects/Ministry of Education starting Jan. 14, 1985 aga-J 

inst the payment of the above fees. 


Closing date will be 10.00 a.m. of April, 7, 1985 exceptl 

Tender No. 22/85, Feb. 26, 1985. 

■ 


Director of Projects | 



best on clay, stunned a crowd of 
about 15,000. 

From the third game of the ope- 
ning set, Wilander was never in 
the match. Both the games he won 
were on service — in the second 
game of the first set and the first 
game of the second set — but both 
times be had to stave off break 
points. 

W3andez*s two-handed bac- 
khand, his best shot, failed him 
repeatedly as he was kept off bal- 
ance by McEnroe, who varied the 
pace of his ground strokes and att- 
acked the net only when opp- 
ortune.' 


Arroyo retains IBF title 


ATLANTIC CITY, New Jersey 
(R) — American Harry Arroyo 
unleashed a barrage of right hands 
in the 1 1 th round to floor and then 
stop Terrence Alii of Guyana and 
retain his International Boxing 
Federation (IBF) lightweight title 
Saturday. 

Arroyo nailed Alii with a str- 
aight right to the chin in the mid- 
dle of the ring about a minute into 
the round. Another right to the 
chin made AUfs knees buckle. 
Arroyo chased him into the comer 
and landed four more solid rights 
to the bead. 


Alii knelt and took a kno- . 
lockdown count from referee Tony 
Perez. After Perez resumed the 
action. Alii showed no signs of fig-, 
hting back, took another flurry to 
the head, and Perez ended the 
bout at one minute 16 seconds of 
the 11th. 

Alii, a native of Georgetown 
who lives in New York, failed in 
his first attempt to become the 
first fighter from Guyana to win a 
world title. His record fell to 24 


wins four fosses and one draw with 
10 knockouts. 

Arroyo, from Youngstown, 
Ohio, is now 26-0. 

Alii asked his supporters not to 
be disappointed. 

“I hurt him but he kept his coo L 
I hit him vrith my best pooches and 
he took them and then he did what 
he bad to do to win the fight. But 
don’t be disappointed, m be a 
champion some day," he said. 

Alii controlled the early rounds 
with a pressing style and drove 
■Arroyo into the ropes with a solid 
overhand right midway through 
the second. Arroyo slumped along 
the ropes and brushed the canvas, 
and Perez ruled the punch a kno- 
ckdown. 


Alii also cut Arroyo under the 
chin with a fourth-round flurry but 
seemed to lose his aggressiveness 
in the sixth. Arroyo, realising Alii 
was not charging, took control 
behind a solid jab, left books to 
the body and short rights. 

'The right hand accounted for 
the 11th round barrage. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 


Consisting of two bedrooms, lounge, salon, kitchen 
and a bathroom with separate centra! heating and tel- 
ephone 

Location: 8th Circle, the Royal Automobile Club of 
Jordan road, first floor , opposite American School. 


Please call tel: 842380 


HOUSE FOR RENT 


Two or 3 bedrooms, living room, guest room, dining room, 3 
closed-in-verandas, telephone, garage, separate central hea- 
ting. 


Location: Shmeisani, above the Middle East Hotel 

Call - 664493, 662906 
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Lowly Avellino inflicts 
first defeat on Verona 


0 


ROME (R) — Italian league lea- 
ders Verona suffered their first 
defeat of the season Sunday, 2-1 
to lowly Avellino, as wintiy wea- 
ther again disrupted the league 
programme. 

Verona, who have led tbe table 

since the first game, saw their lead 

at the top narrowed to one point 
after Inter Milan leapt above Tor- 
ino — 1-0 losers at Roma — 
thanks to a 1-1 draw at Ascoli. 


Avellino, who stayed ml llih 
place despite tbefr wm, west 
ahead in th e 32nd minute .with a 
goal from a South American tex- 
tbook. Peruvian winger Geronimo 
BarbadSfo passed to Raaaon Diaz 
of Argentina who slotted home 
into the' comer of the net. 


Verona fought back with a goal 
by Lu ci a n o Marangon in the 38th 
■minnte> 


Navratilova into semifinals 


- « 


WASHINGTON (R) — Top seed 
Martina Navratilova sailed into 
the semi-finals of the $150,000 
Washington Women's Indoor 
T ennis Championships, but sec- 
ond seed Hana Mandlikova of 
Chechoslovakia and third seed 
Wendy Tumbull of Australia were 
eliminated in quarter-final play 
Saturday. 

Navratilova crushed fifth- 
seeded Helena Sukova of Cze- 
choslovakia 6-0, 6-4, Mandlikova, 
was upset by unseeded American 
Kathy Rinaldi 6-4, 6-2, and Tur- 
nbull lost to American Zina Gar- 
rison 6-2, 7-6. 

Fourth seed Manuela Maleeva 
of Bulgaria also advanced to the 
semifinal round with a 6-1, 6-4 
win over American Kathy Jordan. 

Taking every opportunity to 
rush the net, Navratilova, the 
number one women’s tennis pla- 
yer in the world, dominated the 
first set, allowing only the fourth, 
game to reach deuce. 


Sukova rebounded in the sec- 
ond. tying the set 3-3. but con- 
secutive service breaks in the eig- 
hth, ninth and I Oth games gave 
the Czechoslovak-born American 
the set and the match. 

Rinaldi, the surprise of this 
■year's tournament, eliminated 
Mandlikova. ranked third in the 
world, with an effective arsenal of' 
groundstrokes and passing shots. 

Mandlikova made many unf- 
orced errors during the match, 
most on drop shots which failed to 
dear the net. Rinaldi, who is ran- 
ked 23rd in the world, played a 
near-flawless second set to take 
the match. 

In the opening match of the day, jC 
Turnbull, 32. failed to bold service 
in three of her first four service 
games, while making numerous 
net and volley errors. 

Turnbull recovered in the sec- 
ond set but Garrison outlasted her 
fifth-ranked opponent in the tie- 
breaker 7-4. 


FOR RENT 

TWO SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 

One with two bedrooms and the other with one bedroom 
complete with utilities. 

Location: Jabal Amman, near the Fifth Circle 


Tel: 816483, 816072, between 8:00 ajm. to 6 fun. 


,:v 


WANtED 


FURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT 

Mechanical engineer with previous experience in 
plastic industry. 


Consisting of two bedrooms, salon, sitting room, 
kitchen and bathroom with central heating. 

— £ ; 1 

Please call telephone no. 770657 
between 4:00 - 6:00 p.mf 14, 15 & 16, Jan. 1985. 


Location: At Hussein Mousing Estate 

Please call:82l 857 


. m 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

VILLA FOR RENT 


FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, four bathrooms, 
salon, dining and living rooms, large garden, garage 
and central heating. 


Three bedrooms, spacious living/dining area, rec- 
eption room, two bathrooms, equipped kitchen, 
.balcony. Independent central heating. New modem 


European furniture, telephone. 

Location: Marj Ei Hamam, Alia Housing 

• Cell Tel: 812304 or 816904 /or three days 


Location: Off 6th Circle, near San Rock Hotel 

Enquiries: Tel. 813368 - 811345 J 


TWO FURNISHED FLATS FOR RENT 


Located in the same bui'fdrng and each one consisting 
of two bedrooms, salon, sitting room, dining room, two' 
bathrooms, kitchen and veranda with central heating, 
telephone and deluxe furniture. 


Location: Jebal Amman, First Circle 

Please call: 24730, Amman 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe furnished apartment Three bedrooms, two 
salons plus dining room, big terrace, centrally hea- 
ted with telephone and garage. 


Location: Jebal Amman, Second Circie. 

For more information please call Tel: 41151 



SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM 


☆ Living 1 rooms 

☆ Dining rooms 

* Bedroom sets 

* \A/bII units 
☆Lighting fixtures 
☆ClubS for children 
☆Modem Danish design 

☆ Feather upholstery 

☆ Danish-Pack Homes 
☆Tax-free if applicable 

Tel. 663899 Civil defence street 



.Tne youthful 
style with an 
eye to thp futme 


To advertise in 
this section 



RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airconditioned 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

Isi Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 


Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 


i 


3rd Circle, Jabal Amman "l 
Opposite Akilah Hospital. 


i 


PEKING DUCK & 
FLAMING POT FONDUE 
ARE OUR SPECIALTIES 


I 


I 


VISIT SOON! 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 PM 
6:00 PM to Midnight 


I 


| Tel. 41093 Jji 


CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barbeaue 
for lunch Friday 
Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our . 
specialities 
Open daily 

12:00 noon - 3:30 pjn. 
6:30 p.m. - M idn igh t 


f CHINA 
IRESTAURANT1 


The first and best Chinese 
restaurant 
in Aqaba 
Take ' - . away service ava- 
ilable 

‘Open daily f ll.30 JiM - and 6 JO 
11:00 


AQABA, Tel. 4415 




CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 




★ Cine- Theatre* ★ * + 


Philadelphia £ 



' Show ac 130.( 8.30 '».tt 

TEL. 34144.34140 
*********** 


■'“J ~ 


i#* 
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HIS Prominent Lebanese attacks 


tfli 


ct s state on worsening economy 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon Sat- 
urday set a customs rate of six 


’ r*. , . 1 


i-sis: 


Lebanese pounds to the U.S. dol- 

* lar, government minister Mr. 
;*■ Nabih Bern said. 

< . Mr. Beni said the cabinet made 
the decision at a meeting Saturday 
- which discussed amon g other sub- 
■ jects the critical war damage to the 
Lebanese economy. 

The six pounds to the dollar rate 
will not apply to cars, luxury items 
-. or imports that competed with 
Lebanese products; .Mr. Beni 
x said. 

\ The Lebanese pound, has flu- 

* ctuated considerably in the unc- 
ertain political situation, som- 
etimes by nearly 10 per cent in a 
day. 

Meanwhile, former Lebanese, 
finance minister Mr. Elias Saba 
* r - -said that the structure of Leb- 
anon’s war-battered economy is 
on the brink of collapse and the 
government is unwilling or unable 
'• •• to save it. ' 

Mr. Saba, now chairman of All- 
ied Business Bank, made his som- 
bre assessment as the cabinet pre- 
pared to meet on the worsening 
economic crisis. 

The country’s economic plight 
can no longer be considered only 
■ in terms of severe recession, run- 
away prices, plunging currency, 
... rising unemployment or a fra- 
.. Pigmented market, he told Reuters. 
.- “What is at stake now is whether 
rhe institutional structure of the 
economy will collapse or not.” 

“1 am not sure the cabinet is 
aware of the gravity of the eco- 
nomic situation, or is willing or 
able to do anything to redress it," 
^ Mr. Saba said. 

President Amin Gemayel war- 
ned the cabinet on Wednesday of 
a “dreadful deterioration” in the 
economy, which could trigger a 
“revolution that would spare 
no-one." 

His remarks may have been 


prompted by a gloomy central 
bank report on the economy's per- 
formance in 1984, the text of 
which appeared in the leftist 
newspaper As Safir on Thursday. 

It estimated that inflation rose 
to about 30 per cent. The deficit in 
the balance of payments was over 
$1.4 billion and the public debt 
increased to over 30 billion Leb- 
anese pounds ($3.2 billion). 

Mr. Saba said the next six 
months would show whether Leb- 
anon's economic structure could 
survive. At risk, he believes, are 
the currency, government fin- 
ances and the banking system. 

Until recently the- Lebanese 
currency absorbed the shocks of 
war with remarkable resilience, 
partly because it is well covered by 
central bank gold reserves of more 
than nine million ounces. 

But continued political ins- 
tability has combined with a det- 
eriorating economy to produce a 
corrosive loss of confidence 
among small savers as well as big 
investors. 

“The big money is already out 
of Lebanese pounds. But now the 
little guy with intermediate or 
short-term money is going to get 
out too." one financial analyst told 
Reuters. 

Mr. Saba said public fear about 
future inflation had begun to sap 
the normal functions of the Leb- 
anese pound. 

He said it was no longer “a store 
of value" because “many Leb- 
anese have transferred their sav- 
ings into foreign currency acc- 
ounts, predominantly dollars." 

It may soon also lose its function 
as a unit of account in Lebanon’s 
free exchange economy, he arg- 
ued. “Prices may no longer be 


ances are on the edge of ruin. 

“In 1984, the estimated budget 
deficit was three billion Lebanese 
pounds. The actual deficit was 
nearer 10 billion " he -stated. 

An error of this scale over a 
12-month period in a total budget 
of 1 2 billion Lebanese pounds was 
a sign of “a collapse of the gov- 
ernment budgetary set-up,” Mr. 
Saba declared. 

The absence of proper accounts 
means the state cannot tell if the 
discrepancy was due more to a 
shortfall in expected revenue or to 
runaway public spending. 

Last October, the government 
ordered a crackdown on militia- 
run ports that had drained state 
revenue for years. But recently 
customs revenues have fallen 
again. 

Even the banking system, which 
has adapted better than other sec- 
tors to disruptions caused by fig- 
hting and foreign occupation, is 
now under strain, Mr. Saba said. 

Previously banks were cus- 
hioned because they are linked to 
all parts of the economy. “Now 
when all sectors are hit in turn, you 
are ultimately going to feel this in 
the banking sector," he said, add- 
ing that the central bank last year 
stepped in to save a medium-sized 
b ank from collapse. 

“The central bank is now ass- 
isting two orthree banks and there 
are more to come,” Mr. Saba said. 

He said the Lebanese economy 
had been hit by the world rec- 
ession and the downturn in oil pri- 
ces, which led to a fall in rem- 
ittances from Lebanese working in 
Arab oil states. 

But long years of political and 
military upheaval are the main 
culprit for Lebanon's economic 


‘Cheap oil threatens 
conservation planning’ 


WASHINGTON (R) — falling oil prices are stifling incentives to 
make more efficient use of energy, posing a long-term threat to the 
world's environment and its economies, a private study has warned. 

Although the world has made great strides in using energy more 
efficiently over the past decade, mostly because of surging prices, the 
current oil glut is atready slowing conservation efforts. Worldwatch 
Institute. Washington-based research group, said Saturday. 

“The reduction in energy prices is a direct result of the success of 
conservation ” the group's study said. 

“Unless prices are stabilised, the current situation could start a 
new cycle of energy consumption growth and rapid price increases," 
the report warned. 

Unchecked by the conservation measures that are available today, 
the study said energy use would more than' double in the next 40 
years. But the world’s resources may not be able to accommodate 
such a rise, it said. 

Also, one result would be a bigger threat io world forests through a 
larger acid rain problem, it continued. 

But, conservation could easily avoid a doubling in demand, it said, 
adding: “Simply by slowly adopting existing measures, the world 
could cut the projected energy demand growth rate almost in half — 
from 2 to 1.2 per cent per year.” 

Mr. William Chandler, its author, said fuels sould be taxed when 
their prices fall to discourage consumption and help finance gov- 
ernment budget deficits. Minimum efficiency standards for cars, 
buildings and other items should be set. 

The study found a huge potential for conservation in industry and 
manufacturing, particularly steelmaking. 

The study said free-market pricing of energy has generally worked 
best to encourage conservation. It found that countries that do not 
subsidise prices, such as West Germany, Sweden, France. Italy and 
Japan, are the most efficient users of it. 

Countries such as India and Brazil that subsidise these prices, and 
particularly those with centrally planned economies, such as China 
and the Soviet Union, tend to use far more energy than necessary, the 
report said. 


quoted in Lebanese pounds — nor* woes. “We are now paying the 
just prices of goods, but aiso wages price of war that we have pos- 
and salaries." tponed paying for eight years”, 

Mr. Saba said government fin- Mr. Saba said. 


- ‘c ; 


Japanese on verge of invading 
American home computer market 


? 5 £V 


LAS VEGAS (R) — The Jap- 
anese are on the verge of invading 
the U.S. home computer market 
$or the first time, and they are 
expected to bring with them a sta- 
ndard designed to entice new con- 
sumers into the digital world. 

The standard is MSX, a sof- 
tware operating system which 
enables ail software programmes 


ling small, eight-byte computers in 
Japan that work with a television 
set at prices of under $200, a mar- 
ket dominated in the U.S. by 
Commodore. 

The more bytes (groups of bin- 
ary digits) in a computer, the gre- 
ater its capacity. 

MSX computers have been a 
huge success in Japan, where more 


and equipment devrfoped for one"; than'450.000 haVebeen sold since 
manufacturer's MSX machine: M^Oteir introduction ra June 19R3. 
be used with any other MSX according to Microsoft. 


ST5 


brand. 

“MSX. should -create a wh ole 
new market here because for the 
first time you don’t have to be a 
computer hacker (expert) to set 
up and work a system," said Mr. 
Jan Lewis, a computer analyst for 
Infocorp. 

“It will be as easy to use as a 
videocassette recorder " 

MSX was developed by Mic- 
rosoft Corporation of Bellevue, 
Washington state, which has lic- 
ensed the system to 15 Japanese 
manufacturers — including Sony, 
^'Hitachi. JVC, Canon and Yamaha 
' " — as well as to Phillips of the Net- 
herlands. 

All the Japanese firms are sel- 


la Europe, around 150,000 
have been sold since they came 
onto the market last summer. 

The Japanese have adopted a 
cautious stance towards the U.S. 
market and none wifi say def- 
initely when, or if, they wQI int- 
roduce MSX products to the Uni- 
ted States. 


Some are hinting, however, that 
U.S. consumers wiD be able to buy 
MSX by next Christmas. Thirteen 
MSX vendors displayed their pro- 
ducts in Las Vegas last week in a 
joint presentation with Microsoft 
at the winter consumer electronics 
show. 

Mr. Nobuyuki Idei. general 


manager of microcomputers for 
Sony, said his company would 
enter the United States with the 
MSX in August, if it decided to 
enter at all. 

Mr. Kay Nishi, vice-president of 
Microsoft’s Far East division and a 
developer of MSX, said he exp- 
ected the Japanese vendors to 
start taking orders in June at the 
consumer electronics show in Chi- 
cago. . ■ ■ . - 

“The Japanese are being veiy 
timid." said Mr. Luc Sala, pub- 
lisher of several microcomputer 
newsletters and books. "They do 
not want to enter the United Sta- 
tes until they have a proven pro- 
duct and .they are sure of the mar- 
ket opportunities." 

Some analysts said the Japanese 
might be hesitant because the 
demand for low-performance, 
eight-byte machines in fading in 
favour of mote powerful 16-byte 
computers. 

Commodore was a victim of 
U.S. consumer disenchantment 
with the under $500 computer 
market when it- saw sales of its 
model 64 drop off. 


UAE encourages more 
mergers among banks 


ABU DHABI (R) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) minister of 
state for finance and industry. Mr. Ahmad Huniaid AI-Tayer. said he 
hoped the takeover last week of the Emirates National Bank by the 
Union Bank of the Middle East (UBME) would encourage more 
mergers among banks in the country. 

He said the move by the UBME, controlled by the Dubai gov- 
ernment. was part of a Dubai policy to support the banking system 
and strengthen the country's local banks. 

The UAE central bank has for several years had a policy of 
encouraging mergers among local banks in a bid to bolster con- 
fidence in them, but this is the first to have taken place. 

With more than 50 banks and over 300 branches serving a pop- 
ulation of 1.1 million, the UAE is widely regarded as one of the most 
overbanked economies in the world. 

The minister said in a statement published Saturday in Emirates 
newspapers that the central bank policy could be achieved by either 
merging the assets of banks or through the purchase by one bank of 
another’s shares. 

For the first time, Mr. Tayer officially spelled out the extent of 
support extended by the central bank to the UBME when it saved it 
from collapse in November 19R3. 

He said the bank extended facilities worth 1.3 billion dirhams 
($354 million), a figure in line with earlier unofficial estimates, to 
support the UBME before the Dubai government acquired 73 per 
cent of its shares. 


East German, Kuwaiti 
officials discuss trade 


KUWAIT (R) — A top-level East German mission had talks Sat- 
urday with Kuwaiti officials on ways to boost trade and economic 
cooperation. 

The visiting delegation; led by Construction Minister Wolfgang 
Junker, arrived Friday night for a five day visit during which it is 
expected to sign cooperation accords in aviation, tel- 
ecommunications, and health and educational services. 

Officials said a joint economic and technical committee, made up 
of East German experts led by Mr. Junker and Kuwaiti officials led 
by Commerce and Industry Minister Jassim AI Marzouk, Saturday 
studied ways to develop trade and economic relations. 

Mr. Junker also had talks with president of the Kuwait chamber of 
commerce aad industry, Mr. Abdul Aziz Al Saqr, which covered 
prospects for joint construction projects. 

The visiting minister met the director general of the Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social Development, Mr. Mohammad AJ lmadi Sun- 
day. On Monday he will meet the crown prince and prime minister. 
Sheikh Saad Al Abdulla Al Sabah. 


Saudi share prices fall 
as oil revenues decline 


BAHRAIN (R) — Share prices are falling in Saudi 
Arabia as falling oil revenues hit the country’s pri- 
vate sector, bankers and share brokers in the kin- 
gdom say. 


Banks, which look over res- 
ponsibility for the' share market on 
Dec. 23. say trading volume is still 
lower than when it was run by pri- 
vate brokers. But after initial hes- 
itation people have begun to buy 
and sell shares more freely thr- 
ough them. 

The change conies at a time of 
weakened confidence in the share 
market. Lower oil income has 
meant lower government spe- 
nding which has hit private firms, 
in some cases severely. 

The system, regarded by ban- 
kers as still in its infancy, came 
into effect over IS months after a 
royal decree ordered the transfer 
of dealing from the hands of rhe 
private brokers. 

Saudi banks now have a share 
department at each branch for 
customers. When a request to buy 
or sell is received the branch for- 
wards it to its central share dealing 
office in Riyadh, which calls on 
other hanks to complete the deal. 

Bankers cite the decline in the 
shares of the Saudi Arabian Basic 
Industries Corporation (SAB 1C), 
the largest traded company, as an 
example of share market wea- 
kness. 


China plans 
to modernise 
aircraft 
industry 


PEKING (R) — China aims to 
modernise its plane- making ind- 
ustry. adapt it better to civilian 
needs and use foreign expertise to 
revamp domestically-produced 
airliners, the economic daily rep- 
orted Saturday. 

It said Aviation Industry Min- 
ister Mo Wenxiang told executives 
they must reform not just the pro- 
duction system but also man- 
agement thinking. 

While continuing to guarantee 
production of military aircraft, the 
industry must pay more attention 
to the civil sector's. Mr. Mo said. 

"We must unite our own pro- 
duction with foreign advanced 
technology, in particular using 
foreign cooperation to develop 
improved versions of civilian air- 
craft such as the Ytm-7. Yun-K 
and Yun-12” the minister was 
quoted as saying. 

Defence Minister Zhang Aiping 
has ordered the armed forces and 
military-related industries to 
throw their weight behind the nat- 
ional drive for economic mod- 
ernisation. 

Meanwhile. China's Yunnan 
province has bought two Boeing 
737-3005 for its own airline, the 
first order for the ll.S. firm. 

The southwestern province 
bordering Vietnam will operate 
the 149-seat plane*, on domestic 
and international services after 
they arc delivered in November 
and February next year, the New 
China News Agency said. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


Hafipjs 



Peanuts 


I UME BEEN A5KH? TO 
REAP THE E55AY THAT 
I WROTE ABOITT MY 
CHRISTMAS VACATION.. 


PERHAPS HOWEVER, A FEW 
WORDS MIGHT BE IN 
ORDER HERE TO TELL... 





(MARCIEl) 



'Dinner will be late. My chili ate a 
hole through the pan." 


Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 



■aura 

■9 

■ 

m 

w 

■ 

ill 







Jlileffil 


■ 

■ 

■ 

■a 


171 

mm 

■ 

■■ 

m 





Mlild 



wm 



WHAT THAT Tl MY 
MILLIONAIRE WAS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer/ as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


ah* n rm - rTTTT cm 

(Answers tomorrow) 


Saturda/sj 


JumbleS: NEEDY PERKY SIMILE RATION 

What life was lor the guy who spent all his 


JUST "MEET* & DRINK 



Andy Capp 














Offered last year at an initial 
6S0 riyals ($190). the shares are 
now around 570 ($160). Holders 
must at some future date pay ano- 
ther 500 riyals ($140) a share. 

Response lo an offering by the 
National Industrialisation Cor- 
poration. completed lale Iasi 
month, was weaker than expected, 
although the final returns have not 
been announced. 

Bank shares which were trading 
as high as 900 riyals (S251J) two 
ycarsago-have since fallen by half. 

Commenting on the fall in share 
prices. Saudi minister for industry 
and electrical power Sheikh 
Abdul Aziz Abdullah Al Zammel 
said: “The main reason is their big 
initial rise, lack of sufficient pub- 
lished information on company 
activities, accounts and budgets, 
and the hesitation of some local 
banks to continue a policy of mak- 
ing loans for the purchase of sha- 
res." ■ 

“As for SAB1C shares. I think 
the main reason for their decline 
at present is that SABIC is the 
only company whose charter lim- 
its individual' ownership to 1.000 
shares." he told Al Riyadh new- 
spaper in an interview. 


"The basic arm of this condition 
was to spread the shares of SAB IC 
among the greatest number of cit- 
izens. The result was that large 
dealers in the market ... were una- 
ble to buy large amounts of 
SABIC shares." he added. 

Banks say the trading system is 
cumbersome and the process of 
completing a deal may take three 
or four weeks. Until an exchange 
floor or electronic system is dev- 
eloped so ail dealers can see who 
wants to buy and sell, it will be 
hard to match purchases with 
sales, they say. 

One banker said it is possible 
now for a sale to be made at one 
price as one at a different price is 
being made elsewhere. 

No official fugurcs arc yet ava- 
ilable on trading volume but the 
Saudi Arabian Monetary Agency 
is monitoring the system daily and 
will probably publish figures later 
in the year. 

Bankers said the system was 
apparently intended to increase 
regulation of the market, fol- 
lowing the disastrous 1982 stock 
market crash in Kuwait. 

Private brokers will have a neg- 
ligible role in the future, both bor- 
kers and banks say. Brokers still 
have customers, but must now 
complete their deals throuhg the 
banks which get one per cent 
commission from buyers but not- 
hing from sellers. 





from the Carroff Rlghter Institute 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, JANUARY 14, 1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: This is one of the most 
productive days you can have of a business nature and 
in which long-time benefits will follow and flow even 
though you many not clearly see just how at this time. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) A good day to see bigwigs 
who can assist you with some project that is vital to your 
welfare. Talk intelligently. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Go along with the views 
of allies today since the planets favor them at this time. 
Some new contact from a distance can help you now. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) You can now make work 
plans with fellow workers that can bring fine advance- 
ment in the days ahead. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) You can see 
how to put some talent you have to work to your great 
benefit, and bigwigs can also be of help to you. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Those who dwell with you 
may have different ideas than yours, but try to come 
to a workable arrangement with them. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Talk over plans with 
partners you want to continue with for a long time to 
come. You can get some special talents to work now. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Financial affairs should 
be first on the agenda and then get property improved 
in some way. Listen to the ideas of a family member. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) You can advance very 
quickly now through that plan you have formulated. Get 
in touch with experts who can of great help to you. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Make better 
plans and don't talk so much and go to advisors for any 
assistance you may need. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You have good 
judgment now and should go after what is important 
to your welfare. Have fun and be happy. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) If you want your 
career work to run very smoothly, it is best to gain the 
assistance of a couple of bigwigs. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Gain the aid of bigwigs 
in order to make that new plan you have work very effi- 
ciently. Show- that you have wisdom. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she can 
easily understand how to make some interest work well 
and last for a very long time, and profit from it by ally* 
mg himself, or herself with bigwigs. One who will not 
be easily influenced by others, so be sure to give as fine 
an academic education as you can. 


THE Daily Crossword By June J. Boril 


ACPOSS 
1 Coin opening 
5 Trimmed 
IQ School dance 

14 GWTW locale 

15 Scenl 

16 Wander 

17 With opposing 
elms 

20 Affirmative 

21 Indian 

22 Musical drama 

23 Aware of 

24 Nibble 

26 Hindu incar- 
nation 

29 Covenant 

33 Pear 

34 Chap 

35 Ms West 

36 Facing a 
decision 

40 Chemln da — 

41 Damp 

42 Food regimen 

43 Musical 
instrument 

45 Fastidious 
47 Squ inning 

46 Maize 
49 Mystery 

writers' award 

52 Appear suddenly 

53 Period 

56 Have 3 con- 
frontation 

60 Cure 

61 Musical 

62 — bellum 

63 Uncluous 

64 Slant 

65 Broadway light 
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DOWN 

1 Remain 

2 Far advanced 

3 Killer whale 

4 Paving 
material 

5 Clergyman 

6 Burning crime 

7 Hawser 

8 Big bird 

9 Patriotic org. 

10 Appropriate 

11 Mrs. Kennedy 

12 Finished 


13 Tableland 

18 Mrs. Chaplin 

19 Vase maker 

23 Yen 

24 Elevate 

25 Signs 

26 Toward the 
stern 

27 Ballot caster 
26 Houston 

athlete 

29 Shut 

30 With lull 
force 

31 Midshipman 

32 Irascible 
34 Saline 

37 Glowing pieces 
of coal 

38 Refrigerate 

39 Norse god 

44 Mean 

45 Scribble 
aimlessly 

46 Prepares 
for war 

48 Reel material 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved' 
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49 Nymph who loved 54 Preminger 

Narcissus or Graham 

50 Three: Ger. 55 Neal 

51 Aim 57 Depot: abbr. 

52 Protracted 58 Was victorious 

53 Eat 59 Pale 
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U.S. will urge Belgium 
to deploy cruise missiles 


WASHINGTON (R) — President Reagan meets 
Belgian Prime Minister Wilfried Martens Monday 
in an attempt to strengthen his resolve to deploy U.S. 
cruise missiles even at the risk of electoral defeat. 


A senior U.S. official said Was- 
hington thought there was only an 
outside chance of Mr. Martens' 
coalition losing the Belgian ele- 
ction in December if it accepts 48 
missiles this March. 

Mr. Martens is under pressure 
ever from his own party to reverse 
the March deployment. 

“In the three countries where 
deployment has begun, politicians 
and parties who supported tt have 
continued to enjoy a measure of 
electoral success " the Reagan off- 
icial said, referring to the 
medium-range cruise and 
Pershing-2 missiles recently pla- 
ced in Britain. West Germany, 
and Italy. 

“ President Reagan will tell him 
(Mr. Martens) we hope and expect 
Belgium will live up to its part of 
the NATO decision, maintain the 
cohesion of the alliance and begin 
deployment in March.” he said. 

There appeared to be little 
sympathy in Washington for any 
backsliding by Brussels on a 1979 
North Atlantic Treaty Org- 
anisation (NATO) decision to 


field the U.S. rocket's in Europe to 
counter Soviet SS-20 missiles. 

The Americans believe NATO 
determination to deploy despite 
intense Soviet pressure was major 
factor in bringing Moscow back to 
arms talks, as agreed in Geneva by 
Secretary of State George Shultz 
and Soviet Foreign Minister And- 
rei Gromyko, and that alliance 
unity must not crack now. 

The only noticeable U.S. sup- 
port for Belgium's anti-cruise 
lobby, which includes leaders of 
Mr. Martens’ own Social Christian 
Party, came from the nuclear 
weapons freeze campaign, which 
advertised in Belgian newspapers 
urging rejection of the weapons. 
Leaders sought a meeting here 
with Mr. Martens but conceded 
their chances were slim. 

“Most Americans agree with 
most Belgians that we don't want 
any more deployment," said cam- 
paign spokeswoman Marguerite 
Beck-Rex. “Our president should 
heed the wisdom of the Belgian 
people.” 

TTie Anti-Nuclear Movement, 


although claiming the support of 
80 per cent of Americans, has lit- 
tle influence with the adm- 
inistration, particularly following 
Mr. Reagan's re-election lan- 
dslide last November. 

U.S. officials hope Mr. Martens 
will be strengthened by the Dutch 
government’s apparent det- 
ermination to go ahead with its 
cruise deployment next Nov- 
ember. 

Of the five NATO allies that 
‘decided in principle in 1979 to 
deploy a total of 572 missiles, only 
Belgium and the Netherlands, 
each of which was to accept 48 
cruise missiles, have yet to imp- 
lement the plan. 

The Netherlands has decided to 
accept its cruise allocation if the 
Soviet-*SS-20 force this November 
exceeded the 378 in place last 
June 1 . The United States says the 
total is now 396. 

Mr. Martens will meet Mr. Rea- 
gan in the White House Monday 
for formal talks followed by 
working lunch. He will meet Mr. 
Shultz and Defence Secretary 
Caspar Weinberger separately in 
the afternoon. 

Mr. Martens leaves Washington 
on Tuesday for private visits to 
Boston and New York. 


Vietnamese preparing for fresh attacks 


ARANYAPRATHET, Thailand 
(R) — Vietnamese troops, fresh 
from their victory at Ampil. are 
gearing for new attacks on Kam- 
puchean guerrilla camps in the 
next few days. Thai military off- 
icials said Sunday. 

They told reporters there was a 
lull Sunday in the area where Vie- 
tnamese last Tuesday drove gue- 
rrillas of the Khmer People's Nat- 
ional Liberation Front (KPNLF) 
out of of their headquarters at 
Ampil. Kampuchea, 60 kil- 
ometres from here. 

Maj. Gen. Salya Sripen. com- 


mander of Thai eastern border 
forces, said the Vietnamese might 
also attack the headquarters of 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk's gue- 
rrilla faction 1 50 kilometres north 
east of this Thai border town. 

Gen. Salya said Vietnam was 
expected to attack another 
KPNLF camp opposite the Thai 
village of Sanlor Cha-Ngan in the 
next few days. 

Vietnam marked the sixth ann- 
iversary of its overthrow of the 
Peking-backed Khmer Rouge 
government in Kampuchea by att- 
acking Ampil. Western diplomats 


estimate Hanoi has between 
160,000 and 180,000 troops in 
Kampuchea. 

The KPNLF, the main target of 
Vietnamese attacks during the 
current dry-season offensive aga- 
inst guerrillas, has lost most of its 
border bases in the past two 
months. 

Son Sann, leader of the non- 
Communist group, told a news 
conference last Friday that att- 
empts to recapture Ampil had 
been abandoned in favour of hit- 
and-run raids in order to inflict 
maximum losses. 


Brazil to choose first 
civilian leader in 21 years 


BRASILIA (R) -— Brazil will get 
its first civilian president after 21 
years of military rule when the 
country's Electoral College votes 
on Tuesday for a leader to replace 
Gen. Joao Figueiredo. 

Newspapers predict that Tan- 
credo Neves, 74. leader of the 
Brazilian Democratic Movement 
Party (PMDB) will win a majority 
in the Electoral College vote 
ahead of the military-backed can- 
didate Paulo Maluf. 53, former 
governor of Sao Paulo State. 

Both men have said they would 
rewrite the country's constitution 
to allow for a direct presidential 
election instead of the present ind- 
irect Electoral College poll that 
was imposed after the military 
takeover in 1 964. 


The successful candidate req- 
uires only a simple majority in the 
686-member college which is 
made up of senators, federal dep- 
uties from the country's Lower 
House and representatives from 
state assemblies. 

The new president will take off- 
ice on March 15 when Gen. Fig- 
ueiredo steps down after a six- 
year term. He will inherit the dev- 
eloping world's biggest foreign 
debt of about 5 100 billion, annual 
inflation of more than 200 per 
cent and widespread une- 
mployment. 

Officials of Mr. Neves’ PMDB, 
the main opposition grouping, are 
confident he will get the necessary 
344 votes to win within two hours 
of the college opening for voting. 

The party has 273 members in 
the college. Neves also has bac- 
king from 52 delegates from sma- 
ller opposition parties and an inc- 
reasing number of defectors from 
his rivafs Social Democratic 
Party. 

Mr. Maluf has been dogged dur- 


ing the election campaign by acc- 
usations of corruption. 

Mr. Neves has praised the 
armed forces for cooperating in 
the transition to civilian rule and 
democracy and has said that his 
priorities would include fighting 
unemployment and poverty and 
improving health care. 

Economists have warned that 
whoever takes over will have the 
lough task of reconciling popular 
expectations of a better life with 
Brazil's cold economic reality. 

A sign of the problems Brazil's 
new leader will face was a clash in 
Sao Paulo State on Friday bet- 
ween police and sugar workers str- 
iking for higher wages and gua- 
ranteed jobs. Seventeen people 
were injured, seven by bullets. 

In two years from 1981 nearly 
half-a-million workers lost their 
jobs in the state. Brazil's man- 
ufacturing centre. 

Brazil has signed a letter of int- 
ent with the International Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF) promising sharp 
cuts in money supply this year in a 
bid to reduce inflation. 

Mr. Neves has promised to mai- 
ntain relations with the IMF but 
his party has said he should con- 
sider a debt moratorium unless a 
ceiling of six per cent is placed on 
interest payments. 

The presidential contender has 
said Brazil's problem is not the 
size of its debt but fluctuations in 
interest rates. He also said he 
would cut down on the grandiose 
projects of previous military adm- 
inistrations. 

The projects have helped tra- 
nsform Brazil from a largely agr- 
icultural society dependent on cof- 
fee exports into a sophisticated, 
industrial economy, although little 
of the wealth has reached ordinary 
people. 
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WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 
Q.l — East-West vulnerable. South you hold: 
as South you hold: 


+ 6 ‘7AKQ8762 0 953 * 72 
Partner opens the bidding 
with one club. What do you 
respond? 

Q.2— Both vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

♦Q763 VKQ85 0A972 *A 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North East Sooth West 

1 NT Paas 2 * Pass 

2 S? Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 
Q-3—As South, vulnerable, 
you hold: 

♦ A8752 OAK83 +AK72 
Partner opens the bidding 
with three hearts. What do 
you bid now? 

Q-4 —Neither vulnerable, as 


♦ J762 <79 OK8753 +J95 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North East South 
I ♦ Dble ? 

What action do you take? 
Q.5 — Both vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*Q63 (7872 OJ762 *732 
The bidding has proceeded: 
West North East Sooth 
I NT Dble Pass ? 

What action do you take? 
Q.6— East-West vulnerable, 
as South you hold: 

*7 A83 0 AJ1076 +QJ85 

The bidding has proceeded: 
South West North East 
1 0 Dble 2 0 Pass 
9 

What action do you take? 


Kennedy 
may urge 
S. Africa 
sanctions 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Sen- 
ator Edward Kennedy says he is 
sure he can persuade his col- 
leagues in the U.S. Senate to enact 
legislation aimed against South 
Africa. 

In an interview with Reuters 
aboard the chartered aircraft he is 
using to tour the country, meeting 
mainly opposition leaders. Sen. 
Kennedy said: “There is great 
focus on the issue of South Africa 
at the present time, among both 
Democrats and Republicans.” 

Sen. Kennedy would not detail 
what sanctions against the 
white-minority government he 
would seek when he returns home. 
He said he was still devising an 
exact formula of economic pre- 
ssure which might be applied to 
encourage reform of South Afr- 
ica’s apartheid system of racial 
segregation. 

A member of the Kennedy 
party suggested that any sanctions 
sought would be conditional or 
escalating, according to whether 
the South African government 
undertook certain .reforms, such 
as an end to the forced res- 
ettlement of blacks. 

Sen. Kennedy said white South 
Africans frequently said they did 
not care what foreigners, esp- 
ecially Americans, thought of 
them, “but they care very much, 
very deeply.” 

He told reporters that during his 
eight-day visit he had seen sym- 
bols of “some of the grossest inh- 
umanity of man.” 

He spoke after visiting people 
who had been detained by South 
African Security Forces in Nam- 
ibia (South West Africa), which 
Pretoria rules in defiance of the' 
United Nations. 

Sen. Kennedy said he did not 
believe the government was set on 
a course of meaningful reform, as 
its ministers claimed to him in 
meetings this week. 

Such reforms would include full 
citizenship for the black 73 per 
cent of the population, an end to 
forced resettlement and to con- 
trols on the number of blacks all- 
owed in urban areas. 

He said it was necessary to cha- 
nge the current U.S. policy of 
“constructive engagement” tow- 
ard South Africa. This policy was 
engendering an ever greater fee- 
ling of anti-Americanism among 
government opponents, both 
black and white. 

Under the controversial Rea- 
gan administration policy, Was- 
hington has muted its criticism of 
South Africa’s racial policies in 
hopes of better being able to enc- 
ourage reform. 

But Sen. Kennedy said U.S. off- 
icials were insensitive to the anger 
this provoked, as many perceived 
the U.S. government to be fri- 
endly to the Pretoria regime. 



Weinberger: 
MX defeat 
could hurt 
arms talks 


U.S. military chief 
visits Wall of China 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Defence Secretaiy Caspar Wei- 
nberger has said a congressional 
vote to kill the MX nuclear missile 
would seriously impair the res- 
umption of superpower arms 
talks. 

In a television interview, he said 
also that the U.S. was determined* 
to proceed this year with testing 
anti-satellite weapons, despite the 
U.S.-Soviet agreement earlier this 
week to restart the talks. 

“If the MX is defeated by Con- 
gress, it would have an extremely 
adverse effect on the negotiations 
(and) would convince the Soviets 
that they did not have to make any 
reduction concessions at ail,” he 
said. 

Mr. Weinberger said the United 
States did not consider President 1 
Reagan's controversial space- 
based defence initiative, known as 
Star Wars”, to be an arms pro- 
gramme. 

‘It is a system designed to des- 
troy arms. It is not a weapons sys- 
tem.” he said, adding: “I don't 
think that our proceeding with the 
Strategic Defence Initiative in any 
tse can be considered par- 
ticipating in an arms race.” 

. Echoing other U.S. officials, he 
said a desire to block the U.S. ini- 
tiative was a major reason behind 
the Soviet Union’s agreement to 
resume the talks, after walking out 
13 months ago. 

During preliminary discussions 
in Geneva, the superpowers agr- 
eed to negotiate weapons that 
would be used in space, as well as 
strategic and intermediate range 
nuclear weapons. 

Congress is scheduled to vote in 
March whether to let the Pen- 
tagon spend $1.5 billion in 1985 
for 21 MX missiles. 

Some political observers bel- 
ieve the 1984 election made it 
more likely the Senate will vote to 
kill the 10-warhead weapon, alt- 
hough others say the decision to 
resume formal arms talks has str- 
engthened the case for proceeding 
with the MX. at least for a little 
longer. 


27 die in 
Bangladesh 
train fire 


DHAKA (R) — At least 27 peo- 
ple died and 50 were injured Sun- 
day when fire destroyed three 
coaches of an express train at B he- 
ramara, about 320 kDometres 
from here. Communications Min- 
istry officials said. 

They told Reuters the cause of 
the fire was not yet known but 
could have been an electrical short 
circuit. 

The train entered Bheramara 
station with three rear coaches 
blazing. 


PEKING (R) — U.S. Armed For- 
ces Chief General John Vessey 
Sunday launched a week-long 
familiarisation tour of China’s mil- 
itary establishment by inspecting 
its oldest line of defence — the 
Great Wall of China. 

Gen. Vessey, chairman of the 
U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, arrived 
Saturday to begin what is billed a 
“getting to know you visif’ and 
immediately held 90-minutes of 
talks on undisclosed subjects with 
his opposite number. YangDezhi. 

Clad in a thick U.S. army parka 
against the freezing cold, Gen. 
Vessey Sunday reported back to 
the Pentagon on a portable radio 
telephone from the top of a ren- 
ovated section of the 2,000- 
year-old wall near Peking. 

The general was due to discuss 
more up-to-date issues with Def- 
ence Minister Zhang Aiping Sun- 
day evening and continue his talks 
with Yang. 

Gen. Vessey said at a banquet 
speech Saturday night that Pre- 
sident Reagan and Defence Sec- 
retary Caspar Weinberger fully 
supported the goals of the visit and 
wanted a full report on his return. 

“We recognise the progress you 
and other leaders are making in 
the modernisation of your forces,” 
Gen. Vessey told Yang. 

According to the U.S. Defence 
Department, Gen. Vessey and the 
head of U.S. Pacific Forces Adm- 
iral WOliam Crowe aim on this 
visit to get better acquainted with 
China's military leaders and def- 
ence posture, not to sell arms. 

China is committed however to 
turning its ill-equipped four- 
m ill ion-strong army into a leaner, 
more sophisticated force and Wes- 
tern diplomats said the talks may 
touch on the issue of U.S. help in 
re-arming China. 

While the United States res- 
tricts exports of some high tec- 
hnology military hardware to Pek- 


ing. the administration has argued 
that a stronger China may fav- 
ourably affect the global balance 
offerees. 

The New York Times reported 
Sunday that Washington had rea- 
ched a preliminary agreement 
with Peking over the sale of anti- 
submarine warfare equipment. 

The paper quoted an unnamed 
Reagan administration official as 
saying a formal agreement to sell 
China submarine detection dev- 
ices. torpedoes and “ship def- 
ence” weapons was expected 
when Metvyn R. Paisley, the ass- 
istant secretary of the navy for 
research and engineering, visits 
China later this month. 

One Western diplomat told 
Reuters that although coo- 
peration stm seemed to be at a 
talking stage, the navy was one 
area where Peking was interested 
in concrete action. 

Co mmunis t Party Leader Hu 
Yaobang has already approved in 
principle a ceremonial visit by 
U.S. ships to Chinese ports and 
this may be on Gen. Vessey 5 s age- 
nda, be said. 

Diplomats said Washington was 
cautious not to supply China with 
weapons that might be used off- 
ensively against nationalist-ruled 
Taiwan, as top leader Deng Xia- 
oping says he has not ruled out the 
use of force to reunite China. 

Yang referred at Saturday 
night’s banquet to Sino-U.S. dif- 
ferences, saying: “There are still 
difficulties and obstacles on the 
way of developing the relations 
between our two countries. This 
should be treated seriously.” 

But he said that as long as both 
sides stuck to the compromise 
worked out in a series of joint 
communiques they could gra- 
dually develop their relations. 

Gen. Vessey is the most senior 
U.S. officer to visit China in 30 
years. 


Mourning 
declared . 
in New 


Caledonia 


NOUMEA (R) — Kansk mil- 
itants and white settlers declared 
mourning for their dead Sunday in 
the French Pacific, territory of 
New Caledonia, damped under a 
state of emergency after racial str- 
ife. 

They issued their call as France 
prepared to fly in 1.000 extra pol- 
ice to help enforce the emergency, 
imposed Saturday after three kil- 
lings brought the death toll over 
the past two months to 19. 

The militants, seeking ind- 
ependence on their own terms, 
said there should be three days of 
nouniing for two of their leaders. 
Eloi Machoro and Aide Marcel 
Nonnaro, who were shot dead by 
police Saturday. 

“They gave their lives for lib- 
erty ” said the Kanak Socialist 
National Liberation Front 
(FLNKS), which represents mil- 
itant Kanaks, the indigenous Mel- 
anesian population. 

For their part, the settlers dec- 
lared a day of mourning for Yves 
TuaL 17. son of a white farmer, 
killed on Friday by a shotfired 
from a forest 80 kilometres from 
the capitaL Noumea. 

Police are questioning three 
Kanaks in connection with the kil- 
ling. 

A day of national mourning was 
called for by Dick Ukeiwe. pre- 
sident of the Territorial Assembly 
run by the white-dominated anti- 
Independence RPCR Party. 

Both sides asked supporters to 
be on their guard, with'the mayor 
of Noumea, where most of the ter- 
ritory’s 60,000 French settlers 
live, warning them to be vigilant. 

Residents began cleaning up 
after 24 hours of rioting by settlers 
in central Noumea, where a dusk- 
to-dawn curfew has been imp- 
osed. 


Nicaraguan 
rebels get 
arms from 
Israel, 
neighbours 


NEW YORK (R) — Israel. Hon- 
duras and El Salvador have taken 
over the role of the United States 
as the main suppliers of arms and 
support for rebels fighting the 
Sandinist government in Nic- 
aragua, the New York Times said 
Sunday. 

Hie paper, quoting unnamed 
Reagan administration sources, 
said Honduras has become a 
major supplier of bullets, El Sal- 
vador was allowing the rebels to 
operate their small air force from 
Salvadorean bases, and Israel was 
sending Soviet arras and amm- 
unition captured in Lebanon. 


Danish Queen criticised over remarks 


COPENHAGEN. Denmark (AP) 
— Queen Margrethe II has run 
into unprecedented public cri- 
. ticism for chiding her 5 million 
subjects about their attitude tow- 
ard immigrants flowing into Den- 
mark's welfare society. 

Most newspapers praised the 
44-year-old monarch for urging 
patience and understanding tow- 
ard the growing waves of new- 
comers in her traditional New 
Year’s Eve speech. 

But their letters columns soon 
filled with comments teDing the 
Queen in varying degrees of tact 
to keep quiet about things she 
knows nothing about. 

“Oh, how easy it is for pri- 
vileged people like the Queen to 
appeal for understanding toward 
that uninhibited stream of ref- 
ugees,” Niels Kristiansen wrote to 
the newspaper B.T. 

The comments are part of a 
growing flap over a liberal Danish 


immigration law that allows vir- 
tually anyone who declares him- 
self a political refugee into the 
country and supports him at public 
expense until his asylum case is 
reviewed. 

More than 4.000 mainly Iranian 
asylum-seekers have poured into 
Denmark since the Law’s enaction 
in October 1983. 

The popular .Queen, seldom 
ever criticised by the public, broke 
tradition in her New Year speech 
by taking up such a current issue in 
concrete terms, warning her sub- 
jects against so-called “Danish 
humour and small, dumb-smart 
remarks ... that aren't far from 
chicanery and rougher methods!” 
of racisim. 

The Queen reminded Danes 
that they at first tend to accept 
immigrants “and maybe are a bit 
proud that they chose our little 
paradise.” 

“But when we see them groping 


their way into our language and 
living pattern, then our hospitality 
begins to fade, and both sides feel 
disappointed.” 

Many Danes reacted positively, 
but others produced a wave of 
negative letters to newspapers and 
the Royal Amalaienborg Palace 
and phone calls to public-run 
Radio Denmark. 1 


Undaunted. Queen Margarethe 
announced a few days later that, 
from next year, she would begin 
inviting representatives of imm- 
igrant and foreign worker org- 
anisations to her annual New 
Year’s party at the palace. 


The latest spark in the con- 
troversy came last Thursday when 
a newly established immigration 
appeals board, in its first session 
since enactment of the law, upheld 
immigration officials’ rejection of 
asylum status for two Iranians and 
ordered them out of the country. 


Pakistan to hold February elections without parties 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan’s 
military ruler Muhammad Zia U1 
Haq has ordered elections for next 
month but he has barred parties 
from the poll and made clear the 
future parliament must abide by 
his Islamisation campaign. 

The elections were immediately 
denounced by opposition pol- 
iticians as a fraud — a charge they- 
also made about the Dec. 19 ref- 
erendum which assured Gen. Zia 
five more years in power. 

The general announced in a tel- 
evised address Saturday night that 
polling for the National Assembly 
or lower house would be held on 
Feb. 25 and for four provincial 
assemblies on Feb. 28. 

Gen. Zia also announced mea- 
sures that will effectively keep off- 
icials of most opposition parties 
from contesting as independent 
candidates and bar people who 
were ministers or advisers under 
Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhu- 
tto. toppled by Gen. Zia in a 1977 
coup. Mr. Bhutto was hanged in 
1979. 

In his speech. Gen. Zia called 


the setting up of an Islamic society 
the fundamental objective of his 
election manifesto. He also env- 
isioned an economic order wit- 
hout exploitation and a system of 
justice that would be speedy and 
inexpensive. 

“The nation has entrusted these 
responsibilities to me through the 
recent referendum ” he said. 

“If the assemblies formed as a 
result of the ... elections wish to 
share power, they will have to 
share responsibilities as well." 

Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi, acting 
head of Mr. Bhutto’s Pakistan 
People’s Party (PPP). said the ele- 
ctions were only a ruse to per- 
petuate military rule. 

“The people of Pakistan have 
rejected Gen. Zia in the ref- 
erendum and now they will reject 
his cronies and his so-called ele- 
ctions,” Mr. Jatoi said. 

The PPP is one of II parties 
forming the Movement for the 
Restoration of Democracy 
(MRD). The MRD had already 
decided to boycott the elections if . 
they were not held under Pak- 


istan’s suspended 1973 con- 
stitution. which provided for a 
Western-style parliamentary 
democracy. 

The leader of the Tehrik- 
Mstiqlal Party, Asghar Khan, said 
Gen. Zia’s plans for the February 
polls were a “bigger fraud” than 
referendum, which the opposition 
boycotted. 

But he added that they would 
serve to strengthen the opposition 
and help to hasten the end of “this 
very darit chapter m oiir history.” 

Gen. Zia said the provincial 
assemblies would elect a national 
senate in mid-March and -both 
houses of parliament would hold a 
joint sitting on March 23, when his 
new five-year term as president is 
due to begin. 

Officials said at least 13 opp- 
osition leaders arrested before an 
anti-government protest in the 
Punjab provincial capital of Lah- 
ore Saturday were 1 freed after 
Gen. Zia’s speech. 

But it .was not known imm- 
ediately what happened to at least 
a dozen other dissidents arrested 


Saturday and an additional 30 
rounded up last week to prevent 
disturbances .in Lahore. 

Local newspapers Sunday quo- 
ted Gen. Zia as telling their edi- 
tors in a meeting Saturday night 
that before reviving the 1973 con- 
stitution- he would make “nec- 
essary amendments” to make it 
more Islamic ahead of the Feb- 
ruary polls. 

He has said in the past he would 
also make a constitutional ame- 
ndment to bring a balance bet- 
ween the powers of what pre- 
viously used to be a figurehead 
president and powerful prime 
minister. 

The future parliament could 
make more changes in the con- 
stitution. Gen. Zia told the edi- 
tors. 

Gen. Zia said he could not spe- 
cify the date when martial law 
would be lifted but it could con- 
tinue for some months after 
March 23. 

He said he would nominate a 
prime minister who would have 
the confidence of the parliament. 



Jihan Sadat to teach 
at U.S. university 


COLUMBIA, South Carolina 
(AP) — Jihan Sadat, widow of 
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat. 
wOl teach a course on women in 
Egyptian culture this semester at 
the University of South Carolina, 
the school announced Saturday. 
The three-credit course, offered 
by the College of Humanities and 
Social Sciences, begins Jan. 21, 
Mrs. Sadat will commute between 
Columbia and Washington. D.C.. 
during the spring semester, the 
university said. Mrs. Sadat rec- 
eived an honorary Doctor of 
Humane Letters degree from the 
University of South Carolina at a 
special convocation in March 
1981. 


£lm of gems' 
stolen in handbag 


LONDON (R) — A Middle Eas- 
tern woman lost jewellery worth 
f one million more when her han- 
dbag was stolen at Hatreds store 
here, police said. The crocodile- 
skin bag contained a diamond 
necklace, a sapphire ring, dia- 
mond ring and earrings, an eme- 
rald necklace and three gold cha- 
ins. A police spokesman said: 
“The woman felt it was safer to 
keep her jewellery with her rather 
than leave it at home.” 


Surrogate baby 
leaves hospital 


LONDON (AP) — Britain’s first 
commercial surrogate baby has 
been removed from the hospital 
where she was bom, the hospital 
said -Saturday. A court official 
removed the 8-day-old girl from 
the Victoria Maternity Hospital in 
the north London Borough of 
Barnet and took her to an und- 
isclosed location, the British news 
service Press Association (PA) 
reported- ' A hospital statement 
said: “The baby has been taken 
out of our hands in line with the 
order of the court. We cannot 
make any further comment.'' The 
baby, dubbed “baby cotton,” was 
tJOjEtt^an- 4 to a 28-year-old Bri- 
tish woman. Kim Cotton. Lon- 
don's Daily Star Tabloid has rep- 
orted that an anonymous wealthy 
American couple paid Mrs. Cot- 
ton £6,500 ($7,475) to have the 
baby for them. 


Scottish bachelors 
to get love link 


VATERSAY. Scotland (R) — 
Lonely men on this tiny Scoiish 
island, which has no eligible 
women, have been promised a 
path to Jove. The British gov- 
ernment is to finance a causeway 
to link Vatersay. in the outer Heb- 
rides. to its larger neighbour. 
Barra, which has young women 
and night clubs. Lonely hearts on 
Vatersay face an arduous two- 
mile row by boat to meet Bari's 
women as-theirown island has had 
an unvarying pattern of boy babies 
for years. There are 20 single men 
but no eligible women. 


Prince, Lauper and 
Turner tie for 
Grammy nominations 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Ame- 
rican pop stars Prince. Cindy Lau- 
per and Tina Turner have received 
five nominations each for the ann- 
ual Grammy Awards — the rec- 
ording industry's equivalent of the 
Oscars. Grammy winners will be 
announced on Feb. 26 in a tel- 
evised. show broadcast to nearly 
two dozen countries. There was no 
dear frontrunner for top honours 
for the year ending last Sept. 30. 
Michael Jackson who won eight 
awards last year got one nom- 
ination this time, for the video 
based on his best-selling Thriller 
album. Prince. Lauper and Turner 
are competing against each other 
in one of the most-coveted awa- 
rds, Album of the Year, along with 
Lionel Richie and Bruce Spr- 
ingsteen. 


Hawaii couple plays 
matchmaker 


HON AKA" A. Hawaii (AP) — 
Cherry Blossoms and Lotus Blo- 
ssoms. magazines which arrange 
correspondence courtships. . are 
doing a booming business linking 
Asian women seeking “physical, 
financial and emotional security” 
with American men seeking 
wives, an editor says. From their 
moumaintop home on the island 
of Hawaii, John Broussard, 60, 
and his wife, Kelly Pomeroy. 45. 
have helped arrange such cou- 
rtships for the past 1 0 years. They 
began with Cherry Blossoms and 
added Lotus Blossoms -to handle 
overflow requests. 
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